

Lesson 25
Forgiveness over Revenge…No Matter What
Main Idea:  Forgiveness is better than revenge no matter who we are dealing with.

Text:  1 Samuel 25

Introduction:

1 Samuel 25 shows us a type of “literary device” – if you will – that we simply cannot ignore.  This chapter is kind of like the meat on a hamburger…it is surrounded by two pieces of bread, but let us not play games; it is the most important part of the burger.  In chapter 24, we saw David show mercy to Saul.  In chapter 26, we will see David showing mercy to Saul, again.  Why does David show mercy to Saul?  Because Saul was the Lord’s anointed.  David was not about to mess with someone God had placed in a powerful position.  However, right here in between these two chapters of David sparing Saul, we see the same themes of injustice, revenge, and forgiveness with David and a complete nobody.  It is as God is showing us, “Wait a minute now.  Forgiveness is not just important when the Lord’s anointed wrongs you.  Forgiveness is just as important when a fool treats you unfairly.”  All of a sudden, we are not just talking about forgiving people that are over you.  We are talking about forgiveness being better than revenge, no matter what.
I. Forgiveness is better than vengeance because we will take vengeance too far.

a. There is no doubt that David is wronged.  Nabal returns David evil for good.

b. David was in need of food and supply.

c. Nabal was a rich man who had the ability to help.  In addition, David had been good to his shepherds and had even protected them day and night.  (vs. 7, 15,16)

d. When David asks for help Nabal (whose name means, “fool”) tells him, “I don’t care who you are.  I’m not taking my stuff and spending it on you.”

e. David is M-A-D fired-up!  He tells his men to strap their swords on and takes 400 of them to go after Nabal.  (Why 400 to get one man?  We will see in a minute.)

f. Verses 21, 22 show us that David is ready to kill EVERY MALE.  (Teachers, you will have to think about this one a little bit.)

The very shepherds he had been kind to and had protected, he was now ready to kill because he was mad at Nabal!  And not just the shepherds, but also all the rest of Nabal’s male workers who were totally innocent.

Point:  David’s vengeance is out of control!!


II. Forgiveness is better than vengeance because we are supposed to be fighting the Lord’s battles and trusting him to fight ours.
a. When Nabal’s wife, Abigail, finds out what is happening, she prepares a ton of food and rides out to meet David to try to appease his anger.  

b. She very humbly entreats David not to take vengeance on her husband Nabal.

c. After she tells David that the Lord has prevented David from this terrible deed by sending her, she asks David to forgive.

d. Why should David forgive?  She reminds him that he is someone who fights “the battles of the Lord,” not the battles of his own.

e. She then makes a profound statement in verse 29, which says that no matter who wrongs you, God is going to protect you in the “bundle of life” and those who mess with you he will “sling out”.
i. Bundles were like the bags that people carried their valuables in.  They were tied up tight in a sack and kept close. (see Gen. 42:35)

ii. Where ‘bundles’ carry the idea of preservation and protection, a ‘sling’ is used to throw things as far away as possible.

Abigail is telling David to forgive Nabal because he (David) is supposed to be fighting the Lord’s battles.  Those who fight the Lord’s battles will not only be protected, but have their enemies taken care of as well.  
In other words, vengeance is God’s business and he will do a better job at it than you will!

III. Forgiveness is better than vengeance because it will help you to keep the respect of good people.
a. Well, as it turns out, David repents and decides not to kill Nabal and his men…thanks to the advice of Abigail.

b. Abigail comes home to tell her fool husband that she just saved his life, but finds him so drunk she decides to wait until morning.

c. When she tells him in the morning that David was coming with 400 men to kill him, Nabal’s heart became like a stone.

i. Either from the amount of stuff Abigail gave David.

ii. Or more likely, for fear of David and how close he has come to death.

iii. Either way…IT MESSED HIM UP!!

d. 10 days later, Nabal dies.

e. God got revenge for David and David praised God for it.

f. Then he goes and asks Abigail to marry him, upon which she accepts and becomes his wife.

g. The Bible makes this marriage appear to be a positive thing.  For one, Abigail was a godly young woman, she had good understanding, and she was good looking. (vs. 3)

Therefore, in the end, things turn out good for David because he chose forgiveness.  He is able to retain his honor with Abigail.  So much so, that she is willing to marry him.  Had he lost his cool, he probably would not have wound up with a happy marriage to Abigail.

Conclusion:
Vengeance is bad news no matter who we are dealing with and no matter what the circumstances.  Forgiveness is not just about others, it is about you.  When you do not forgive and end up seeking your own revenge, there is no telling what kind of damage you might do.  You could hurt others and lose their respect.  Most importantly, we need to remember that we are supposed to be fighting the Lord’s battles.  If we just stick with doing that, then whenever somebody does us wrong, we can just keep on moving because our enemies are already in the slingshot and it is just a matter of time until they are thrown out.

Discuss:


Is there any question as to whether David has been unjustly treated?


Who rewarded David evil for good? Nabal


So why did David want to kill every male worker of Nabal’s?  Wasn’t he just protecting the same guys?


What does this teach us about revenge and a vindictive attitude?





Discuss:


What are some of the Lord’s battles today?


If we focus our efforts fighting these, then what can we expect God to do when someone does us wrong?


Do you think getting your own revenge on your enemy is fighting the Lord’s battles?  On the other hand, is it simply fighting your own battle?  


So again, what is the best thing we can do when someone does us wrong?  (Fight the Lord’s battles and trust him to take care of it!) 








Discuss:


Did God serve justice?


Because David handled the situation with faith and wisdom, what extra bonus did he get?


When we lose our cool and go nuts on our enemies, can it affect our relationships with other people?  How?








