

Lesson 27
When Obedience Seems Too Scary
Main Idea:  Though you may be afraid of the will of God, know that you will never find rest outside of it.

Text:  1 Samuel 27

Introduction:

God’s will can be scary.  Sometimes we know what God wants us to do, but we simply do not want to do it.  On the other hand, sometimes we are right in the middle of where God wants us to be, but the trials get so fierce that we are tempted to bail and search for a life that is far less demanding of our faith.  Remaining faithful and trusting God sounds good when life is fair, but there are seasons in which actually doing so can be quite a different story.  

In this story, David gives us a perfect example of what happens when we bail on God’s will for out lives.  Certainly, David has good reasons for his decisions, which we will see, but that did not make it okay for him to leave God’s will for his life.  Even though God’s will for David was very difficult and frightening, his alternative did not work out well either.  Outside of God’s will, David would never find real peace and neither will we.

I. When God’s will gets too hard for David, he bails in search of a less demanding situation.

a. David is up and down right now.

b. The end of chapter 27 showed us a David that was confident in God’s protection.

c. However, the start of this chapter shows him in a panicked state, convinced that Saul will kill him.  HIS FAITH IS REALLY BEING TESTED RIGHT NOW.

d. In his panicked condition, he makes a foolish and FEAR-MOTIVATED DECISION:  He moves into the land of the Philistines.

i. God wanted David in Judah.  Remember the last time he left to go to Moab and Gad the prophet told him to move back to Judah? (22:5)

ii. It was too hard staying where God wanted him.  It simply demanded too much faith.

iii. By getting out David is in a situation that – at least in his eyes – demanded less faith.

e. He is going somewhere where he FEELS safe, even though it is completely out of the will of God.

· Christians do the same thing all the time.

· We are fine doing God’s will as long as it does not get too hard or too hot. 

· However, if God calls us to do something difficult, we do not obey.

· If his will becomes too hard, we quit.

Transition:  But just because we run from the will of God does not mean that we don’t still love God and desire to do right!!  Let us look at David.
II. Though David’s faith has weakened, his heart for the things of God has not.
a. David ends up getting in good with the king of Gath.  As a result, the king allows him to live in one of their cities names Ziklag.  (This is the first sign that David and Achish are not going to be able to coexist.  From the start, David does not want to live in the same city as Achish.)

b. David lives in Ziklag, a city of the enemy, for 1 year and 4 months.

c. While he is living in the place he should not live, he still wants to do things for God.

d. He INVADES THE GESHURITES, GEZRITES, AND AMELEKITES.

i. Why?  They “were of old the inhabitants of the land,”
ii. What is David doing?  He is trying to finish the job that JOSHUA started!  He is driving out the inhabitants of the PROMISED LAND.  Why?  Because it belongs to God’s people and God wanted Israel to drive them out long ago.

Do not miss this.  Though David does not trust God enough to stay put in Israel, he still cares about the battles of God.
David is doing godly things – yeah, religious things – while living in disobedience to God’s will!
· This is VERY common in Christianity.

· When people know they are living in disobedience to God’s will, they will often justify it by “getting busy” for God.

· Many Christians though, like David, really want to serve the Lord, but are sometimes too fearful to do so.  That does not change their love for God.

· In reality, they are torn in two, just like David.


Transition:  So here we have a man living in disobedience to God’s will because he is living in a land God never intended him to live.  He lives there because he is afraid to trust God in Judah.  Nevertheless, this same man still loves God very deeply and tries to make things work in his new life.  This would never work though, our next point shows why.

III. With a heart like his, David would never be able to coexist peacefully in the land of the Philistines.

a. When David goes out and invades these lands, God gives him victory and he comes back with much spoil.

b. He knows that he is going to have to come up with a reason as to why and how he is getting all these extra sheep, oxen, asses, camels and clothes.
c. So when Achish (the king of Gath) asks him what he has been up to,

d. David makes it sound as if he has been fighting his own people in the southern parts of Judah.

e. This is obviously a lie, which results in the slaughter of everyone he saw in order to keep his secret under wraps.

i. It is hard to say if this is right or wrong, the slaughter I mean.  (lying is always wrong)

ii. God often demanded utter destruction, particularly of the Amalekites.

iii. David’s reasoning appears at this point to be to save his own skin rather than religious conquest.

iv. Regardless, the point is that David is living a lie in Gath.

f. David has to lie to Achish because he knows that he will kick David out of the country for invading these other peoples.

i. Either because the Philistines are in league with them,
ii. Or probably because the Philistines would have recognized David’s actions as Holy War and would have known that they would eventually make his hit list.

iii. It would be like the United States giving asylum to an army that wanted to invade Canada or Mexico.  We just would not do it.

Here’s the bottom line:  David is not where he belongs.  He is living in a land that cares nothing about the things of God and will provide no support for his godly actions.  He has chosen this land based on the ASSUMPTION that he will die if he remains in Judah like God told him.  For all his running, David finds no safe haven here either.  He will never be able to coexist peacefully with the Philistines as long as his heart is drawn to the things of God.  He might as well just get out of there and see what happens if he trusts God.
· Christians disobey the will of God because they ASSUME something bad will happen if they really jump out and trust the Lord.  They do not know that, they just fear it and therefore do not obey.

· The problem with this kind of life though, is that they will never find peace and safe haven anywhere else.  Go ahead and run from your Saul, but you will find that Achish is not any better.  (BY THE WAY, SAUL SOUGHT NO MORE FOR DAVID ANYWAYS!! Vs. 4)

· The heart of a Christian will never MIX with a lifestyle outside God’s will.  It will always be drawn to a life for which it did not have the faith and drawn away from a world that demands none.

Conclusion:

We will never find rest when we are running from the life God has planned for us.  Truly, David had good reason to be afraid and most of us would probably do something similar to what he did.  But that does not make it okay.  God’s will IS scary sometimes.  There are seasons that demand quite a bit more faith than other times, and exercising faith can be hard.  However, we have to understand that running is not going to make things better.  We are not going to find a better life than what God has planned.  Though we may have to take the plunge and trust God every now and then, it will always turn out better than if we give in to fear and run the world.  We KNOW that living in the world will not work, but we DO NOT KNOW that obeying God will be terrible, we just fear it.  We might as well jump in and trust that God is not going to lead us into a life that we will hate.  We need to trust that HIS will, is the safest place we can be.

Discuss:


Did God want David to move in with the Philistines?  Why or why not?


Was David’s decision based on faith or fear?  Why does that even matter?


What do you make out of David’s confidence one day and fear the next day?


Have you ever run from the will of God?





Discuss:


Are the Amalekites good guys or bad guys?


Is David doing something wrong by invading their land?  NO.


Didn’t God want all these people driven out in the first place?  (See Deut. 11:23-24)


Is it possible for someone to do godly things while living in disobedience to God’s will?


Why do people do this?





Discuss:


Has David found a safe haven in Gath?


Why will David never really be able to “fit in” at Gath?


Why will Christians never be able to fit in with the world?


Can a person who has the Holy Spirit living in them ever stop caring about the things of God completely?


Christians who are outside the will of God are some of the most miserable people on the planet:  Is this true of false?  Why?


Was David’s fear of being killed by Saul true?  In other words, would God have let David die if he has stayed in Judah?


So wouldn’t he have been better off doing what God told him?  Wouldn’t we?








