THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 3 – “Joy: The More We Know, The More It Will Grow”

Colossians 1:9-20 & Romans 5:1-11

Introduction: A hypothetical story to illustrate a major point is in order.

Joe got saved when he was twenty-five.  He repented of his sin, and his life, which was once governed by habitual sinful practices, has been set free.  Forgiven and loosed from the bondage of guilt and sin, Joe is a new man.  He just learned where the book of Genesis is, he doesn’t recognize many theological terms such as justification, sanctification, and the preservation of the saints, but he does have joy!  Man, does he have joy!  He can’t get enough of church.  He wants to be around Christians all the time.  He wonders why the services are only scheduled on Sundays and Wednesdays and not every day of the week.

Well, Joe is so excited and enthusiastic, we had better get him something to do at the church.  He is friendly, put him on the door as a greeter. He can sing, so put him in the choir.  He wants to go on visitation, so enroll him in soulwinning class.  Let him help with the church yard work and remodeling and you name it.  Joe is busy and doing more all the time.

However, soon Joe is dealing with old temptations and fleshly appetites.  He has a lapse and resorts to his old language a time or two, and gives in to his desire for a beer, and misses a service at church; he is so disappointed with himself.  The business and activity that he thrived on at first is failing to bring him the joy it once did; in fact, he is getting weary of all the going and doing.

This little story, with no one person in mind, is all too familiar.  To put it simply, the joy of the Lord cannot be an abiding part of a person’s life by mere activity.  Activity, even about the things of the Lord, does not equate automatically to joy.

If joy does not grow by doing (and it doesn’t), then how does joy grow?  How does one move on from the initial rush of joy that happens when the life of God moves into a life at salvation?  Just how does joy grow?
i.
ALWAYS RECALL THAT GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF JOY; JOY CAN BE FOUND ONLY IN GOD

A. Read Romans 5:1-11.  We joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1. Back to Joe:  That initial joy that Joe experienced came as a result of his new relationship to his Creator God; through a personal trust in Jesus Christ for salvation.  V11 He had “joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2. Please understand that this is the only way a person may possess authentic joy.

3. We are dealing with a joy that cannot be known by those outside of God.  Their joy depends upon favorable circumstances about them; they could be called external sources of joy, like:

a. A favorable economy

b. Job promotion or security

c. Pleasures, hobbies, etc.

d. The right team winning

e. Good health

f. Favorable horizontal relationships

g. A new car, house, clothes, etc.

h. Just let your imagination go.

B. God’s joy does not exist apart from knowing Him through Jesus Christ.

1. This may seem redundant, but it is so vital to understanding a life of joy.

2. There is no capacity in a man to know and live a life of joy apart from salvation through Christ Jesus.

3. A person simply must know God to have joy.

II.
COLOSSIANS 1:9-11  JOY WILL GROW IN DIRECT PROPOrTION TO THE GROWTH OF OUR KNOWING GOD

A. This fact can be illustrated by our life experiences and human relationships.

1. Life experiences.

a. A first experience in snow skiing may not produce great joy.  Increased knowledge and understanding will help skiing to become a joy.

b. So it is with other sports, hobbies, trades, jobs, etc.  Generally, the more an individual knows about a matter, the more capacity there is to have joy in it.

2. Human relationships.

a. Consider marriage.  The more a person truly knows their mate and understands them to deal with them in wisdom, the more capacity there is to have joy in marriage.

b. Consider parenting and childrearing.  The more we know and deal with matters in wisdom, the more capacity there is to have joy in being a parent.

c. This could be applied to other relationships also.

B. Colossians 1:9-11 & 12a  Paul gives the steps to joyfulness and thanksgiving.

1. V9-10b  Know God to the fullest.

a. V10b  Increase in the knowledge of God.

i. Obviously we know God more or increase in our knowledge of Him by increasing our knowledge of His Word.

ii. To study the Word and submit ourselves to learning will only enhance our knowledge of God.

iii. Prayer is also vital.

b. V9  Be filled with the knowledge of His will, in wisdom and understanding.

i. We are to know God more and more so that we know His will and are able to have spiritual understanding and/or discernment.

ii. Illustration:  Two people live together for years, or they work together for years, until they understand the mind of the other, and in given situations know what the other expects and what they would do, or have done.

iii. Read Philippians 3:8-10.  Read these verses and see if you can tell what kind of premium Paul placed on knowing Christ more and more.  Don’t forget that Philippians is a letter of joy!

2. V10  Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing (to the Lord).

a. No matter how well one may know God, the time will never come when there is no need to make right choices about daily life.

b. We will make decisions regularly that determine if our walk, our daily conduct, is fitting of our relationship with God.

c. Walking worthily leads to joy!

3. V11  Then, one is strengthened to exercise patience and longsuffering.

a. It is patience and longsuffering that enable the believer to continue their walk with God over long periods of time.

b. Joyfulness remains.

Conclusion:  Remember Joe?  If Joe has spent, or been helped to spend, time and energy gaining the knowledge of God, simply making it his business to know God more and more, then that joy he began with could remain and increase.  That business and much activity is what produces joy in a believer’s life is a myth.  Our activity and going and doing are to be the outflow of being filled with the knowledge of His will and wisdom and spiritual understanding.  Joy is in knowing God more and more.  Joyful service and work are a result and only enhance our joy further.

