

Lesson 6
The Tragedy of Fearlessness
Main Idea:  God wants us to fear and respect him and his commands.

Text:  1 Samuel 6
Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and who does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience & judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate whom God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

There used to be a popular slogan that said, “No Fear”.  It was on T-shirts, rear-windshields, tattoos, and of course belt-buckles.  Those who wore this slogan did so with pride.  I know it was just a silly slogan, but the reality of that mentality exists.  A host of humanity has no fear of God.  But what about us Christians?  It is easy to point the finger at the freaks and punks of society.  But what about us?  Do we fear God?  Are we afraid to disobey him, to live carelessly as if consequences only happen to “someone else?”  This is a story of God’s people when they lose the fear that God expects them to have.  Notice what happens and how?  Try to find yourself in their story.

I. The Philistines show respect, honor, and glory to God:  Life Spared

a. After a thorough chastening for last chapter’s disrespect of the ark, the Philistines have learned their lesson and have a great fear for the ark.

b. They desire to send it back to where it belongs, but make sure they do it with fear and trembling.

c. They talk to their own priests and wise men to get counsel on how to take the ark back.

d. In their desire to show proper honor and regret for their sin, they prepare a sacrifice to give to Jehovah God.

i. Five golden emerods

ii. Five golden mice (apparently, mice were also part of the punishment)

e. These were put in a coffer (box) and sent with the ark as payment for their transgression.

f. Notice the phrase in verse 5 – “and ye shall give glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure he will lighten his hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from off your land.”  THEY HAVE LEARNED TO FEAR AND RESPECT GOD.
g. Ironically, there is still a twinge of doubt as to whether God really made all this happen or whether their misfortunes were merely a result of bad luck.

h. So they decide to conduct a little test:

i. Put the ark on a cart pulled by two milch kine (milk cows) and turn them loose.

ii. If they pull it straight to Beth-shemesh, God did this to us.

iii. If they go another direction, we have just had a spot of bad luck.

i. Which way do you think the milk cows went?  Yep.  Straight towards Beth-shemesh.

j. So no question about it Philistines…God is real.

k. Because of their fear, no one is killed.

God respects those who respect him!

II. Though the Israelites know that the ark is off-limits, curiosity wins and they look inside:  50,070 lives taken.

a. As the ark is coming on the milk-cow cart from Ekron, Philistia, it arrives in the middle of a wheat field in Beth-shemesh, Judah.

b. Upon seeing the ark, the people rejoice.

c. The cows stop at a great stone, where they unload the ark along with the Philistine gifts. They keep the cart, and then offer the cows as a sacrifice.

\

Everything is going great!  We have the ark back, we are sacrificing to God, why don’t we see what is inside the ark!
d. God kills 50,070 people in Beth-shemesh for looking into the ark.

e. They knew the ark was off-limits.

i. Beth-shemesh was a town designated for Levites, which is where the priests came from.  They knew.

ii. They knew that the ark was hidden behind a veil in the most holy place.

iii. They knew that only the HIGH priest (which there was only one) was allowed to go in.

I. Even then, only he was allowed once a year.

II. Even then, he entered with much preparation.
III. Even then, HIS life was in danger.  He wore bells so they could hear if he was alive or not.  He also had a rope tied around his ankle in case he did die.

iv. They knew this was VERY SACREY.

v. But…

I. Often the most forbidden things are the most desired.

II. Knowing its exclusive rarity only made examining it while it was out in the open that much more desirable.  They were presented with a rare opportunity to see something they would never get to see.

III. In addition, the Philistines have had it out in the open all this time, maybe it is okay to handle it now.

vi. The mystery and temptation overcame them and they looked in.

vii. Result:  50,070 dead, mass destruction, and chastening of the worst degree.

Though the most forbidden things can often be the most attractive, they are also the most costly.


Conclusion:
God is serious about obedience.  If we are not careful, we can be lulled to sleep over time and thus be less cautious of disobedience or temptation.  Perhaps God has shown mercy to you for a few things and you have taken that as a license to do whatever you feel.  Eventually, judgment will fall.  Sin will catch up and we will reap what we have sown.  The consequences of sin are REAL.  Sin can ruin a person’s life.  It is far more enjoyable to talk about God’s love and compassion, but we deceive ourselves if we skip over these very real truths about God’s hatred toward sin.  If these stories make you afraid, then they have accomplished their purpose.  The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge.  It will keep you out of trouble and lead you into paths of peace and righteousness.  God is NOT someone we want to mess with.  What he has deemed sacred, we better not joke about or treat lightly.  We had better learn to be afraid, lest a similar tragedy befall us.
Discuss:


What is different about the Philistines in Chapter 6?


What do you make out of their desire to give God trespass offerings?


Was it mere luck that the milk cows walked straight towards Beth-shemesh?


If God did it, that means he wanted the Philistines to know of a certainty that he was real and that he was a God to be feared.  But why would God want to teach the Philistines anything?  Do you think this could mean that God cares about them too?





Discuss:


What do you think contributed to the lack of fear towards the ark of God on the part of these Israelites?


What are the “sacred” things of our day? (i.e. marital fidelity)


What are some of the most forbidden sins of our day?  Do they carry with them a strong lure?


How does this story of temptation and consequence make you feel about falling to temptation?


What will it take for us to FEAR God’s commands?  Experience or Obedience?











