

Lesson 7
Finding Ebenezer
Main Idea:  To get God’s help; we must be right with him and ask him to help us.

Text:  1 Samuel 7

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience & judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate whom God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

Read 1 Samuel 7:12-13 first.
The children of Israel have just been greatly helped by God to defeat the Philistines.  As a memorial, Samuel puts up a stone and calls it Ebenezer.  Despite what some may think, this stone is not named after Scrooge.  The name means “Stone of Help.”  How did Israel come to get this help?  In the last chapter, God had just smote the nation to a loss of over 50,000 men.  What has changed?  From this lesson, we will see by Israel’s example what it takes to get God’s help.
I.  To get God’s help, you have to be right with God.

1. Sin had gotten Israel in trouble in the first place.

a. Remember Judges – sin brought judgment.

b. Israel sinned by looking into the ark – over 50,000 dead.

c. Israel sinned by worshipping idols (7:3)

2. Samuel told them to repent of their sins in order for God to deliver them from the Philistines.

a. That is exactly what they did.

b. They TOOK OUT idolatry: Baalim and Ashtaroth.

c. They PUT IN wholehearted service to the Lord ONLY.

(Note:  It is not always enough to stop doing bad things.  Often, sin is not just the presence of bad things, but also the absence of good things:  Bible reading, prayer, witnessing, etc.)
d. They poured out water, which some believe was a symbolic act to show God their helpless condition. (see 2 Sam. 14:14)

e. They fasted.

f. They confessed their sin to God.  (1 John 1:9)

Bottom line:  They got sick of their sin and serious about God.  So much so that they whole-heartedly turn away from evil and turned to God.

Transition:  But getting right with God was not all they did when they learned they needed God’s help.  See, right after they get right with God, the enemy attacks them.  So what else does Israel teach us to do?

II. In order to get God’s help, you have to ask for it…but you will need an intercessor.

1. When the Israelites heard that the Philistines were coming after them, they were afraid.

2. They ask Samuel to “cry unto the LORD our God for us that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines.”  (An intercessor is simply one who goes to God for you.)
3. Two Key Things to Point Out:

a. They believed prayer was the best answer.  (Faith and Dependence on God)

b. They believed Samuel’s prayer would be stronger and more apt to be heard.  (Faith and Dependence on their mediator between them and God.)

4. Notice what Samuel does.  First, he offers a lamb as a sacrifice to God.  Then he cries out to God on behalf of his people.

Note:  Why does Samuel make a sacrifice before his intercession?  This sacrifice makes his prayer to God that much more potent.  Perhaps God would have answered without it, but Samuel offers it to show God reverence and to show that he is serious.

5. God answers, smites the Philistines with a great thunder, the Israelites chase them, and we end up where we began…Ebenezer, the stone of help.


Conclusion

We all need God’s help when we face enemies that we cannot defeat on our own.  According to the example laid before us, we need to ask God for his help believing that he will provide because we have Jesus as our intercessor.  As Christians, we do not need a Samuel, because we have Jesus who is far greater!  However, we must also make sure we are right with God.  If we have sin in our lives, the Lord is not always going to come and bail us out of trouble.  We need to abandon our sin, serve God only, and by faith depend on him and his strength to help us in time of need.[image: image1.png]



Discuss:


Idolatry was like spiritual adultery.  While we may think we’re far off from this, look at James 4:4, 1 John 2:15, & Matthew 6:24.  How do these verses bring the Old Testament sin of idolatry to modern Christianity?


What do you think are some modern forms of idolatry?  What keeps you from serving God only?


According to this lesson, as long as we tolerate these things, we can forget getting help from God to overcome our enemies.  Learning from Israel’s example of repentance, what do we need to do to fix this problem when it gets in our lives?  (humble ourselves, forsake our sin, and commit ourselves to God)


What does 1 John 1:9 teach us about how to deal with sin in our lives?


What does Psalm 66:18 teach us about sin and prayer?





Discuss:


What was Israel’s strategy concerning the battle that was approaching them? (pray to God for help)  What was not their strategy? (go out and take care of this ourselves)


What does this say about Israel at this point?


Why do you think they asked Samuel to pray for them?


Where is our Samuel when we need help?  Whom should we get to pray to God for us?  Read Hebrews 4:14-16.


Do we need a human priest?  Why not?  See Hebrews 7:25, 26 (How could a human priest do more for us than the Priest God has given us in Jesus?)


Samuel made a sacrifice to God before he prayed.  Does Jesus need to do that?  Why not?  See Hebrews 7:27, 9:13-14


Knowing all this, what do you think it means to pray “in Jesus name?”  (John 14:13-14)








