THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 8 – “A Parable of Grace and Rejoicing”

Luke 15:1-24 & 32

Introduction:  The last four lessons have made it plain: Your joy is directly related to whether or not you are fulfilling your purpose as a believer in this world.  That purpose is to:

· Abide in Christ;

· Which guarantees fruit;

· Which guarantees joy; full joy!

In the account of Luke 15 that we are considering in this lesson, notice the emphasis on joy, rejoicing, and making merry.  It is a parable of grace and rejoicing.

By way of background, Jesus was under criticism from the scribes and Pharisees (nothing new).  But the publicans and sinners drew near to Him, to hear Him (V1).  Have you noticed that sinners never desired to be around the Pharisees?   But sinners wanted to be near Jesus and wanted to hear Him.  The British loved Princess Diana because she touched the people; while in their minds the rest of the royal family were aloof, indifferent, and cold toward the plight of common people.  Princess Di was “one of them.”  Is that important?  It surely is.

So, in the hearing of sinners and the arrogant scribes and Pharisees, Jesus gives them a parable.  It is a parable that has to do with our joy!

i.
THE PURPOSE OF THE PARABLE

A. Neither the Pharisees (sinners) nor the obvious sinners understood God.

1. It is not that they did not know of the existence of God; they certainly did.

2. In fact, they believed strongly in the righteousness, holiness, power, and justice of God.

3. But there is one thing the Pharisees and sinners did not understand.

B. They did not understand the love and grace of God.  So, Jesus will teach them.

1. Why did the sinners shun and despise the Pharisees?

a. Because the Pharisees despised sinners and knew nothing about grace.

b. The Pharisees perceived themselves to be righteous in and of themselves, so they had no grace and love for those who failed their self-righteous standards.

2. However, Jesus did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.

a. “I am come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

b. “The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give His life a ransom for many.”

c. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.”

d. “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”

e. Only Jesus had the true right and ability to condemn, but He did not carry that condemning spirit.  “I came not to condemn the world.”

3. This parable is going to manifest the love and grace of God.  Remember, the parables are to tell us of God.

II.
how does the parable show his love and grace?

A. God cares about the individual.

1. It tells of a lost sheep.  The shepherd had ninety-nine safe, but cared for the one.

2. It tells of one lost coin.  The woman had nine coins in her possession, and sought the one.

3. It tells of the youngest son.  The father had two sons, and yearned for the one lost.

4. This is how God cares for one sinner.

B. They were each lost in different ways, but each required love and grace.

1. The sheep was lost due to ignorance.  The sheep can be his own worst enemy because of a lack of a sense of direction or danger.

2. The coin was lost due to carelessness.  The coin is inanimate, emotionless, and not capable of deciding its destiny.  Someone was careless; yet that one coin was important.

3. The boy was lost due to poor choices and rebellion.  He was rebellious, and yet loved and longed for by his father.

C. Can you see what God is saying to them and to us?  God loves the very people we are supposed to reach!

1. Some people, to whom we should be reaching out, are blind with ignorance.

a.
Though ignorance is not an excuse, some are in the wilderness of life and they live one step from ruin, and they don’t even know how it happened.

b.
To us, the picture is very clear.  We may feel like walking away and thinking, “Ignorant fools.”  But God says to us, “I love them.  Now you love them!”

c.
They know some things about God; I wonder if they know God loves them in their ignorance.  The shepherd carried that ignorant sheep on his shoulders.

2. Many people whom we should reach are guilty of carelessness; gross carelessness.

a.
You may meet those whose lives reflect the fruit of neglect and carelessness.

b.
Rather than our analyzing what they should or should not have done, God says to us, “I love them; now you love them too.”

c.
He sweeps and sweeps until He finds the ones lost by carelessness.

3.
Some people we endeavor to reach are willfully rebellious.

a.
They know what is right and wrong, but they willfully disobey God and act as though, “So what?”

b.
God says through this parable, “I love them; now you love them.”  If that rebel repents, the Father will forgive, bless, restore, etc.

4.
You and I may not be theological Pharisees; we may have our act together in prophecy, church attendance, etc.  But if we look down our nose at sinners, if we excuse ourselves from involvement in reaching sinners, if we avoid showing God’s love to sinners, if we stick our proverbial nose in the air as if better, then we may be something, but we are not Christians (Christ-like).  We are Pharisaical!

III.
NOTICE THE JOY AND REJOICING IN EVERY PORTION OF THE PARABLE

A.
V5,6,7,9,10,23,24,32  Let me explain why all the joy.

1. Because it is not, as some say, a parable of lost things.

2. The parable is about things sought, things found, things restored.

a.
The shepherd rejoiced because he sought, found, and restored that one loved lost sheep.

b.
The woman rejoiced because she sought, found, and restored that coin.

c.
The father rejoiced because the love of that father found that boy in the hog pen, and the father rejoiced in his restoration.

B. Guess why many believers lack joy.

1. They do not seek those whom Jesus seeks.

2. They therefore do not find those who need to be found.

3. They have no part in the restoration of those needing restoration.

4. As a result, they have no joy.

Conclusion:  As you examine your own life, how do you see it?  Are you critical?  Indifferent?  Who may see the God of this parable in your life?  “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” (Psalm 126:5)

