

Lesson 8
Greener Grass?
Main Idea:  Do not wish for the world over God, it is not all it is cracked up to be.

Text:  1 Samuel 8

Key Themes in Samuel:  
1.  Who does God choose to use and whom does he choose to reject?

2.  God will protect his anointed.  (The term messiah means, “anointed one.”  The idea of a Messiah for Israel grows from their thoughts about a righteous king who would one day be even greater than David would.)

3.  God’s fulfillment of his plan in Deuteronomy:


1.  Rest from enemies and a central place of worship (Deut. 12:1-14, 20-25)


2.  Blessings for obedience and judgment for disobedience (Deut. 28)

Three groups will illustrate who God will use and reject:

I. Hannah & Peninnah

II. Samuel & Eli 

III. David & Saul

There is a recurring theme in this book that proves that God resists the proud and disobedient, but gives grace and strength to those who are humble and dependent on him.

Introduction:

In this lesson, we find the Israelites dissatisfied with the government God has established for them.  In an effort to be like everyone else, they desire to have a king.  God knew that Israel would one day have a king as we will study in this lesson, but their request grieves him.  We will see that sometimes God gives us what we want, only to prove to us that we really do not want it.  The adage tells us that the grass is not always greener on the other side of the fence.  However, sometimes experience is the ONLY voice we will believe.
I. Israel, dissatisfied with Samuel and his sons, asks for a king like all the other nations.

a. Samuel’s sons did not turn out like Samuel.

i. They took bribes and perverted justice.

ii. Unfortunately, they were the judges of the time.

b. The elders of Israel demand a king to rule over them instead of Samuel and his sons.

c. Notice the reason they want a king:  to be “LIKE ALL THE NATIONS.”

d. God was displeased with the REASON they wanted a king.

i. Kingship was part of his foreordained plan.

1. See Gen. 49:9-10
2. See Num. 24:17-20

3. See Duet. 17:14-20

ii. God uses kings and blesses kingship.

1. David, Solomon, Josiah, Hezekiah

2. Jesus Christ – King of Kings, King of the Jews

iii. The Bible makes it clear that Israel’s desire has nothing to do with God’s plan, but rather to be like everyone else around them.

iv. Their choice grieves Samuel and God – for they have been rejected.

v. God compares it to their idolatry since they have left Egypt.

When faced with God’s way and the world’s way, Israel wanted the world’s way.

ANYTIME WE PICK THE WORLD OVER GOD, WE ARE REJECTING GOD.

II. God grants their request, but warns them of the consequences.
a. A king would be harder on them than God was.
i. He will take your sons for his service.

ii. He will take your daughters for his service.

iii. He will take your lands to give to his servants.

iv. He will take your servants to be his own.

v. He will take your money in taxes.

vi. You will be HIS servants.

b. God says that when they come crying to him about how bad their king is, he will not listen.


III. Ignoring the warning, Israel demands a king anyway.

a. They listen to the warning, but disregard the advice.

b. They want a king like everyone else.

c. They want someone who will judge them and who will fight their battles for them.  (Was God already doing that for them?)


In Light of Christ:

Read Hosea 13:9-11.  Though kingship will have its bright moments in men like David and Solomon, it will primarily work the ruin of the nation and ultimately spin them out of control and into Babylonian captivity.  Nevertheless, in this small passage in Hosea, we see a glimmer of hope as God promises to renew the theocracy and become king himself.  Who would that king be?  Jesus Christ of course, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  In his grace, God will work all things together for the good.  One day, he would take the bad decision that the Israelites make and use it for his glory and for the good of the entire world.  “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” Romans 11:33
Discuss:


Read 1 Jn. 2:15-16 and James 4:4.  What causes people to want the world over God?


Wanting a king was Israel’s form of worldliness (to be like other nations).  In what ways do we reject what God has given us and desire what the world has?


Why was God grieved about their request for a king when he had already predicted it in Deuteronomy 17?


God encourages Samuel by telling him they had not rejected Samuel, but they had rejected God.  Samuel was the God-given authority of the day.  Think about who your God-given authorities are today.  Do you realize that “rejecting” them is the same as rejecting God?  (Think about it.  The Israelites were not intentionally rejecting God, but in essence, that is exactly what they were doing.





Discuss:


Why again did they want a king? (To be like everyone else.)


So is it safe to say that being like everyone else actually made life harder?


Read Proverbs 13:15 & Romans 6:16.  Did you know that the ways of the world will actually make life harder, though they appear to make life more enjoyable?  What do you think are some practical examples of this?


Temptation is merely making you dissatisfied with what God has provided and wishing for something that he has NOT given you.  How are the following sins like Israel’s request for a king:  adultery, overspending, overeating, drinking, selfishness, impatience, etc.?


According to Israel’s example in this chapter, was the grass greener on the other side?  Do you think the grass is greener outside God’s fences in YOUR life?





Discuss:


We hear sermons and Sunday school lessons all the time that warn us of the ill consequences of sin and worldliness.  Do we always listen and heed the advice given to us?


Judging from the tone of this chapter and lesson being taught, do you think God wants us to listen and heed the advice he gives us?








