HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson III – “Hope in What We Have”

I Peter 1:1-6 (V3-6a)

Introduction:  The hope of which we speak in this book is a favorable confidence and assurance.  It is precious to the believer in Jesus Christ, because presently we are strangers.  Yes, we are strangers to this world.  Pick up any news magazine and look at the cover and see what is acceptable in our society and our world and conclude, “We don’t belong here.  We are strangers in this world.”  Observe the array of “musical artists” and actors in the pop culture and conclude, “We don’t belong here; this isn’t home.”

Believers have hope beyond this world, and it is unlike the hope of the worldling.  Now the world has hope; just listen:

“. . . and make the world a better place to live for future generations.”

“. . . and save the environment to ensure our children and their children a better world.”

“. . . and work together for peace to make this world a safe place for generations to come.”

We have heard that for years and years.  It is empty!  Hollow!  There is nothing there.  We can’t ensure safety and peace in a world that patently rejects the Prince of Peace.

Illustration:  A man is hungry; starving.  He comes upon two cans of soup marked “hope.”  One is hollow and empty; the world.  One is full and has substance; Christ.  Yes, there is substance to the hope of the child of God.  

In the last lesson, in V1-2, we receive hope in who and what we are.  We are elected by God.  We are sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  We are covered by the blood of Jesus.  In this lesson, I want us to notice that there is great hope in what we have.

i.
V3  We have a lively hope by reason of the resurrection of jesus Christ

Note: I must remind you that Rome had begun her persecution of the Christians and it was spreading.  But Peter’s words are so positive; he is greatly thrilled and excited.

A. V3  Why this truth is so special to Peter.

1.
When Peter walked with Jesus as one of the twelve, he and the others were filled with hope.  They observed His miracles and His popularity with the multitudes of the common people.  Their hope was that Jesus would soon establish an earthly reign and rule over the Jews and develop a world empire.  They wanted key positions in His empire.  That was their hope.

2.
But, Jesus began to explain that He would go to Jerusalem and die at the hands of sinners.  Peter said, “No way!”  He did go to Jerusalem, and there He suffered and died; the disciples having fled, and Peter having denied Him.  He is now dead and buried.  So was their original hope.

3.
After three days and nights, Jesus arose, appeared to Mary and said, “Go tell my disciples and Peter.”  Peter and John had a foot race to the tomb.  Empty!  Then He appeared to them and gave them understanding of His purpose and their mission.

4.
They had hope!  It died!  He arose and made them alive again unto a lively or living hope, by His resurrection from the dead.

B. V3  It is that same hope that we believers possess today.

1. We have been made alive unto a real and living hope.  Jesus lives!

2.
Our hope is not in the empty, hollow promises of inept and incapable politicians promising us what they cannot produce.  No!

3.
Our hope is in Jesus Christ, who gave credibility to all His promises when He rose from the dead.  When One demonstrates power and authority over life and death, you can have full hope in His Word.  We have a lively hope!

II.
V4  We have an inheritance unlike any this world knows

A. The inheritance as known to this world.

1. You may use up all your inheritance you receive here.

2. You may inherit that which is corruptible and becomes worthless by reason of wind/rain/rust/etc.

3. Your inheritance may be defiled.  Legal technicalities or taxes may eat it up.

4. Your inheritance may fade away.  Oil royalties inherited in the early ‘80’s may have faded to relative insignificance by now.

5. You may be an heir apparent for many, many years and then be eliminated from the inheritance at the last minute.

6. Finally, let me say that if you are a citizen here and a stranger to God, you inherit this world system and what comes with it – the wrath of God.  That is your inheritance.

B. V4  But look what God has for His Own; His elect.
1. Romans 8:16-17  We, His children, are heirs of God; joint-heirs with Jesus Christ.  Now that is wonderful!

2. What is our inheritance?  Well, whatever it is, it is not corruptible, not defiled, fades not with time, and is reserved in heaven.

3. So, what is it?  It is our new body!

a. 
Philippians 3:20-21  Our vile body shall be changed.

b.
I Corinthians 15:50-54  From mortal to immortal; from corruptible to incorruptible.

c.
II Corinthians 5:1-5  We have a house from heaven.

4. Oh yes!  Strangers, take heart!  We have a lively hope!  Because Jesus raised, we shall be raised also.  The stranger to God shall be raised to face God in judgment and be cast into hell fire.  The child of God is a stranger here, but will be no stranger there.  I have an inheritance.

III.
V4b & 5  WE HAVE RESERVATION AND PRESERVATION

A. In this world, you may be cut out of the inheritance.

1. It happens all the time.
2.
The heir may disqualify himself, or like Esau, may get cheated out of the inheritance.

B.
How can the believer be sure His inheritance is secured?

1.
V4  “Reserved in heaven.”

a.
Ephesians 1:11-14 and II Corinthians 5:5  God gave His Holy Spirit as the “earnest”; if the deal isn’t finalized, He loses the earnest.  

b.
Unthinkable.  We are eternally secure.

2. V5  We are kept by the power of God.
a.
Believe it!  He saved you by His power, and you are kept by His power.

b.
By faith, that salvation which we now possess will be revealed.  That is our resurrected body.  Salvation is ours now; it will be revealed in the last time.

Conclusion:  V6a  “Wherein ye greatly rejoice.”  Where is your joy?

