HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson VII – “Hope In God Through The Redeemer”

I Peter 1:17-21

Introduction:  In the last lesson, we focused on the last part of V13.  We talked about hope that prepares us to meet Jesus Christ.  If we truly anticipate the coming of Christ, that hope will affect: 

· V13a  Our mind (our thinking)

· V14-15  Our life (our actions)

In the text for today, Peter serves us an old fashioned reminder.  He’s good at that; reminding us of things we already know is what II Peter is all about.  Let’s use V17 as an introductory verse into our text.  After exhorting believers to a holy life in V14-16, Peter said that we have cause to pass our time, here as sojourners, in fear.  Look at it closer:

· This is for everyone who calls God “Father.”

· We must understand there is a Judgment Seat of Christ where we will be judged or rewarded according to our works.

· With that in mind, spend your sojourn here in great reverence of God.  Fear, in this case, is not  dread and being afraid, as in some other places.  It is reverence and awe.

Peter has just told us two things in V13-17: Live a holy life, and walk your sojourn in fear.  As we begin V18, Peter may be saying, “Pardon me; do you think that is asking a lot?  Well, let me remind you of something that will keep things in perspective.”

I. V18-19  Remember the price of your redemption

A. V18  He first speaks of their redemption.

1.
To us, redemption is almost purely a theological term.  But the readers of Peter’s letters knew the inference instantly.  They thought of slavery.  In the Roman Empire at that time, history says there were approximately 50 million slaves.  The only hope for their freedom was for someone to pay a redemption price and set them free.

2. Peter reminded them, and us, of our condition before we got saved: We were slaves!  Yes, we were slaves to sin and Satan.

3. We were helpless.  We could do nothing about it.  Someone with ability to pay must come along, or it is hopeless.

B. V18  They were not redeemed after the traditions of their old idolatrous religion.

1. Notice “vain conversation.”

a. Vain = empty; worthless

b. Conversation = life

c. Their life, before they were redeemed by Jesus Christ, was empty.  There was nothing to it.

2. V18  In their old way, they tried to buy spiritual freedom with things corruptible, such as silver and gold.

a. They were idolatrous.

b. They thought they could buy spiritual freedom and appease God (or gods) by things material and corruptible.

c. They could not, and men cannot.

C. V19  We are redeemed by the precious blood of Christ.

1.
Blood is precious to God.  “The life of the flesh is in the blood.” (Leviticus 17:11)

a. God hates the shedding of innocent blood.

b. Man is not to drink the blood of animals.

c. I would submit that the blood of paupers and beggars and innocent children is precious to God.

3. But there is something about the blood of all of Adam’s race.  It is tarnished and tainted.  It has spot and blemish.  So, the blood of man could redeem no one.

4. Only the precious blood of Christ can redeem.

a. His was without spot or blemish.

b. Precious = of high value.  “The value of the blood of Jesus Christ is beyond human computation.” (Hiebert)

Note: Jesus was the Lamb of God; innocent.  His blood was shed for one reason: to atone for sin and to redeem the sinner.  He did not deserve to die!  If you ever think the demands of a holy life and a life of reverence and fear of God are a little too much, you might recall why you are not a slave to sin and headed for hell!

II.
V20  remember the supernatural nature of the redeemer

A. V20  Jesus was foreordained before the foundation of the world.

1. Before Jesus even came, prophets searched diligently about His coming.

2. But before that, the law foreshadowed His coming.

3. But before that, Melchisedec foretold of His coming.

4. But before that, the ark of Noah pictured His coming.

5. But before that, God promised the seed of the woman would step on the authority of sin and be bruised by it.

6. But even before there was a material universe; before the stars and planets; before the angels ran errands for God; in eternity past, God counseled redemption for fallen man!

7. And if there is to be redemption, there must be a redeemer.  His name is Jesus!
B. V20b  He was manifest in these last times for us.
1. Is holy living asking too much?

2. A life of reverence toward God; is that too much?

3. God manifested His Eternal Son for you.

III.
V21  REMEMBER WHY YOU HAVE FAITH AND HOPE

A. Christian, do you have faith in God?  Is your hope in God?

1. Of course!  Do you know why?

2. It is through Jesus Christ and the fact that God raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory.  He is our access to God, and God draws all men to Himself through His Son.
B.

Yes, God expects from us a holy life and yes, we ought to live in reverence.  

1. That is not unreasonable.

2. Without Jesus Christ, we have no hope in God and no faith.

