HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson X – “Not a People, Now a People; No Mercy, Now Mercy – That’s Hope”

I Peter 2:4-10

Introduction:  While there much material to consider in these seven verses, this lesson will merely attempt to make the main truth of this passage as simple as possible and receive application from it. Therefore, let me introduce it by giving the big picture of the text.  We need a little general overview before we look into it for particulars.

· V4-5  Peter uses a metaphor.  He says that God is building a house; a spiritual house.

· The house is built upon one Chief Cornerstone.  The cornerstone is the one from which all other lines of the building are measured and drawn.  They must all be in line with the cornerstone; the stone of supreme importance.

· The house is then built with lesser, but living stones.  These stones were nothing, but became something very important.  They became very blessed; very distinct and distinguished.

· The house is to stand as a bright light in darkness.  It is to show forth the praise and glory of the builder.

Now let’s major upon the Living Stone (Chief Cornerstone), the nature of that Stone (precious to some; offensive to others), and the nature of the lively stones.

i.
V4 & 6-8  the living stone 

A. V4&6  The Living Stone and the Chief Cornerstone of the spiritual house is Jesus Christ.

1.
In Matthew 21, Mark 10, and Luke 20, all writers record Jesus telling a parable about the rejection of the Messiah.

2.
He told them that Isaiah had already written that the Head Stone would be rejected by the builders, but that God would make that rejected Stone the Chief Cornerstone.

3.
Jesus is the Living Stone; the One around Whom all the other stones are laid; by Whom all other stones are measured.

B. V4  The Stone was and is rejected or disallowed by man (V7b).

1. One writer said, “The human and the divine viewpoints are often at variance, but never more acutely than in the appraisal of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

2.
V4 & 7b  Try to get the picture in your mind.

a. The Jewish leaders were trying to build their house upon a Messiah; they were expecting Him.  Jesus appeared.  He was born of a lowly birth, raised in a humble setting, lived a meek and lowly life, and preached peace, forgiveness, and humility. They measured Him by their standard and He was not what they were looking for, so they took the Stone and rejected Him: “Crucify him!”

b. Men today look for something or someone upon whom to build their lives.  They are presented the gospel (repent of sin; humble yourself; follow Jesus; live a holy life in obedience and submission).  They say, “No, thanks!” and He is disallowed.

3.
I remind you that out of 6+ billion people in this world today, only about 2% are acquainted by experience with the new birth. Jesus continues to be disallowed by builders; by men.  They have rejected the divine blueprint for life-building and most reject Him as not usable.

C.
V4b  “But chosen of God and precious.”

1.
Acts 2:22-24  Peter preached that Jesus was God’s Approved One.

2.
Acts 17:31  Paul preached on Mars Hill that Jesus is appointed by God to judge the quick and the dead.

3.
Yes, Jesus, the One rejected by man, is chosen by God!

a.
He had a virgin birth and lived a sinless life.

b.
God said, “This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.”

c.
Precious = honored; prized; highly valued.

II.
V6-8  to some, precious; to some, offensive – what makes the difference?

Note: Why is it that, in the same nation and culture, to some Jesus is a lovely name and others well up with indignation and try to remove His name from public mention?  Why in one neighborhood some love it that we tell of Jesus, and others are angry that a Christian came by to talk of Christ?  Why in one family is there such opposite reaction? The answer is not so difficult at all.

A. V6b&7a  He becomes precious to all who believe Him (John 3:16-18).

1. Jesus became precious to Peter because he believed in Jesus.

a.
Matthew 16:16  “ . . .Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

b.
John 6:67-69  “. . . And we believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.”

2. Jesus became precious to Paul on that Damascus road.

3. He became precious to those who are saved.

4. If you and I have believed, He is precious to us.

B. V7b-8  He is a stumbling rock of offense to the disobedient.
1. Do you know why men reject God’s elect Cornerstone?  V7b-8  They are disobedient!

2. It is not because of hypocrites, their intellectualism, or that they cannot believe.  It is because they choose to disobey the gospel and the Holy Spirit that is calling them to believe.

3. Whoever rejects Christ disallows Him as Savior, and one day will stumble and fall because of that rejection.  Why?  V8b  God has appointed judgment for all who are disobedient.

4. V6b  But those who believe are never confounded. They are never put to shame because the Stone failed; never disappointed with the Stone.

III.
V5&9-10  GREAT HOPE AND BLESSING FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE

A. V10  Notice what we believers were not and had not.

1. We were not a people.  We had no distinct existence as a community of people; no usefulness to God’s program.  We were separated from God; aliens.
2.
We had no mercy.  We had not received His mercy, therefore we had no mercy.

B.
V9-10    Notice what we are and what we have.

1.
Four designations are closely related.  Remember, we were not a people, but now are . . .

a.
A chosen generation (a nation of believers).

b.
A holy nation (separated for God).  

c.
A peculiar people – that carries the thought of a private possession; we are God’s uniquely.

d.
The people of God.

2. V9  A royal priesthood.
a.
We are kings and priests (Revelation 5)
b.
We share in His royalty and access to the Father (Romans 5:1-5)

C.
V5&9b  Notice what has become our purpose.

1.
V5  We offer “spiritual sacrifices.”  We don’t bring animals to be offered over and over as did Old Testament Israel.

a.
A young man or young woman comes to the altar and says, “God, I give my life to You for however You choose to use me.”  Spiritual sacrifice!

b.
Use your gifts to assist others who are saved and to win the lost.  Spiritual sacrifice!

c.
Give your goods as unto Christ.  Spiritual sacrifice!

d.
Sing together in praise to God.  Spiritual sacrifice!

 2.
V9  To show forth the praises of Him Who called us.  We were darkness; now we are light.

Conclusion:  What does this have to do with hope for the believer?  Everything.  I know what I was: a dead rock.  I know what I am: a living stone; part of the house.  I know why I’m here: to offer spiritual sacrifice and to praise Him.  There is no great void and confusion in the life of the obedient!

