HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XIV – “Hope Because Christ Suffered For Us”

I Peter 2:21b-25
Introduction:  This passage of Scripture is going to make this statement to us loud and clear: 

Christ is our example, but He is much more than our example.
From V11, Peter has been talking to the believer of our responsibility to an unbelieving world.

· V11-12  Honest conversation before the Gentiles, to straighten up their talk of us.

· V13-17  Submission to civil authority, that by well doing we may put to silence foolish accusations against believers.

· V18-21  Submission as servants (workers, laborers) even when mistreated, because our calling is far higher that just making a living or pursuit of occupational goals.
If you put it all together, you will surmise that the believer is not always going to be treated fairly in and by this unbelieving world.  We will be called upon to suffer wrong.  We are to take it for the glory of God.

Notice V21b: “Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should follow His steps.”  We are called upon to submit and humble ourselves and live out our life according to Jesus’ example, Who suffered for us.  In this lesson, we will look at Christ’s suffering and example, but He is much more than an example.  This is important because as a believer in this world of unbelief, we are called upon to suffer for Christ’s sake.
i.
V21-23a  The example christ set in his suffering 

A. Isaiah 53:3-5 & 7a  Christ’s sufferings culminated at the cross, but began long before the cross. 

1.
Read Isaiah’s description carefully.
2.
Our Lord voluntarily humbled Himself to walk as a man in this world.  The God-man must suffer in His voluntary humiliation to live here; it had to be an act of suffering. 
3.
He did not come to execute judgment at that first advent, but to suffer as a man for us.
4.
Hebrews 12:2-3  He endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself.
5.
Just read the Bible and it will become very evident He was a man of suffering.
a.
God suffered humiliation as a man. (Philippians 2:6-8)
b.
He suffered poverty and want. (II Corinthians 8:9)

c.
He suffered unbelief from His own family and families of Nazareth where He was raised. (John 7:5, Mark 6:1-6)
d.
He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.
e.
He suffered unbelief from lowly men; rejection; ridicule; mockery.  He suffered passionate hatred from people who saw His miracles and compassionate life.
f.
Finally, He suffered the shame of the cross.  He suffered degradation, physical anguish, the betrayal and forsaking by His disciples, and the abandonment of God.

B. V22-23a What Jesus did not do when He suffered.

1. V22  He did not sin.
a. V22a In conduct, He did not commit any sinful act. Peter had been with Jesus for three-plus years and never saw wrong conduct.
b. V22b In speech; never did He sin with His mouth.  Many of us are guilty of going ahead and doing the right thing, but saying things that constitute sinning with our lips.  Not Jesus!

c. I Peter 1:19 “. . .without blemish and without spot.”

d. Hebrews 4:15 “. . .was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”

e. John 8:46 “Which of you convinceth Me of sin?”

f. That’s Jesus: never a sin in word or deed.

2. V23a  Jesus never retaliated nor threatened.
a. He did speak harshly and bluntly to His adversaries, but His motive was to convict them out of compassion.  He did not swap insults and verbal jabs.
b. Think of Jesus’ life.  They said He had a devil and cast out devils by Beelzebub.  They said He was a Samaritan.  They called Him a glutton and a winebibber.  They said He was a blasphemer, deceiver, and perverter of  the nation.  And He answered them nothing by way of retaliation.

c. At Jesus’ death, they jeered, buffeted, spat, mocked, cursed, ridiculed, and lied.  He was silent and as a lamb led to the slaughter, so opened He not His mouth.

C. V23b  What Jesus did when He suffered.
1.
He committed Himself and the whole matter to God.

2.
He knew God was the vindicator and that the Great Judge would judge righteously.

3.
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”

4.
Peter says that the believer will suffer wrong in this world and things will not be fair to the child of God.  But submit, subject, abstain!  The Righteous Judge is aware of what is taking place.  Commit it all to Him and just follow Jesus’ example.

5.
What an example He gave!

II.
V24  But Christ’s suffering was more than exemplary; it was redemptive and substitutionary
A. V24  Jesus suffered as our sin bearer.
1. It is as though Peter says, “Lest you think He died only as our example, only as a courageous martyr; let me explain something very important to you.  Jesus died to pay for our sins.”
2. Jesus cried, “My God, My God, Why hast Thou forsaken Me?”  At that point, in a way known to God and hid in the mysteries of God, Jesus bare our sins in His own body on that tree.

3. If that were not so, all we believers would yet bear the guilt for our sins and every unbeliever would have no hope.

4. Never forget it: Jesus took your place on the tree; He was your substitute.
a. Remember that when you don’t feel like going to church.
b. Remember it when you don’t want to tithe.
c. Remember it when activities become more important to you than God’s work.

d. Remember it when career opportunities mean more than serving God.

B. V24b  That we being dead to sin might live unto righteousness. 
1. Yes, Jesus saved us to keep us out of hell.  Thank Him.
2. But He also was our example and lived for us, righteousness, that we might live right.
3. And by His stripes we were healed.  This had nothing to do here with physical healing, but with spiritual healing. (Isaiah 1:4-6 and 53:5)
Conclusion:  V25  God had original claim on man before the fall.  Through the fall, we became as wandering sheep; lost; astray; helpless; hopeless.  Now we are returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.  So, live right before this lost and hell bound world.  And if you are not saved, “Return!” 
