HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XV – “Hope Over Sin”

I Peter 2:24 & Romans 6
Introduction:  In the last lesson, we saw that Peter has been explaining to us the importance of a humble and submissive life before an unbelieving world.  In V21, he told us Christ was our example and that we should follow His example.  V22-23a tell us what Christ did not do, and V23b tells us what Christ did.  However, His death was far more than an example.  He was our substitute (V24).  He took our sins on Himself.  Jesus humbled Himself; He submitted and subjected Himself to the wicked and unjust treatment in our place and suffered the punishment for sin that belonged to us.  Praise God!

 That is what we dwelt upon in the last lesson.  But we need to notice something else before moving on to chapter three.  The last part of V24 states the effect Christ’s substitutionary death has upon we who believe. 
i.
V24c  christ’s death on the tree gives us spiritual healing 

A. The Charismatic view. 

1.
Charismatics say this quote by Peter of Isaiah 53:4-5 proves that Christ gives us all physical healing.
2.
A sick, lame, etc. person will stand in their healing services and hear, “By His stripes you were healed.  It’s already done.  I command you in Jesus’ name, be healed!”  
B. V21-25 But the issue at hand is the soul; the forgiveness of sins.

1. Peter quotes from Isaiah 53:5.
a. There, Isaiah speaks of the coming Savior; he speaks of the forgiveness and healing He will provide to Isaiah’s people, Israel.
b. Was Israel sick?  Yes!  See Isaiah 1:4-6.
c. But you must be willingly ignorant to fail to see they had spiritual disease.
d. Isaiah said the Suffering One would come and heal their unbelief and all that was associated with it.
e. I Peter 2:25  Ye returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.
2. Before we got saved, we were sick.
a. The whole head was sick; the heart was faint.
b. There was no soundness from the sole of the foot to the head; we were covered with wounds and bruises and putrefying sores.  We were spiritual lepers.

c. But when we trusted Jesus Christ and His death in our place, He healed the disease of our soul and we were made every bit whole.
d. By His stripes we were healed!

II.
V24b  not only is the soul saved, the life is changed
A. Before we got saved, we were dead spiritually in sin and without righteousness.
1. Actually, we “lived” in sin, and were dead to righteousness.
2. But as believers in Jesus Christ, we are made dead to sins and able to live unto righteousness.

3. This will take some explanation, because most believers do not live like they are dead to sin.  Most professing believers, being honest, would admit to struggling with some sin or sins.
4. If we are dead to sin and alive to living right, then why do many believers live in sin and have given up on doing right? What does Peter have in mind?  
B. Romans 6:1-18  Paul helps us understand a most wonderful and important truth. 
1. Romans 5  Paul explains that all of us sinners became sinners by being in Adam’s race.
2. Romans 6:3.  When we believed, we were placed in Jesus Christ and thereby identify not only with His life, but also with His death.

3. Romans 6:7-10  Jesus lived and was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:16).  Having never sinned, He died but He lives.  Sin has no appeal to Him.  He is free from even the temptation of sin.

4. Now Christian, where are you?  You are in Christ! Therefore, in Christ you identify with all that Christ is and has and has done – even His death to sin.

C. Romans 6:1-18  Now the believer has a different relationship to sin.

1.
V1-2&6  With and in Christ, we are dead to sin.

2.
V11  “Reckon” = consider; calculate.

3.
V12  Don’t let sin kick you around and control you.

4.
V13  Don’t yield your members as instruments of sin.

5.
V14  Sin does not own you.

6.
V15-18  Do you know why sin dominates you?  Many folks want to talk psychology and blame past influences, etc.  But it is because you allow it; you let it.

Conclusion:  V24  We being dead to sin should live unto righteousness.  Christ came to change our life as well as to be our substitute and example. 
