HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XVI – “Hope For the Home”

“Part 2- Hope Through Submission”

I Peter 3:1-6
Introduction:  I must warn you that to many, some of the things in this lesson will seem antiquated, obsolete, outdated, and old fashioned.  And unfortunately, for all practical purposes, they are, because the things we will find in this passage of Scripture are seldom found being practiced. 
 
For the most part, when they were practiced, the divorce rate was closer to 6% instead of today’s 60%, teen suicide was almost unheard of, teen pregnancies were several thousand percentage points below the present, abortion was a back alley crime, and violence was at least controllable.  You don’t need to be bored with pages of statistics to prove it is so.  When the Bible was regarded as God’s rulebook for the home and for life, we did not have the national shame we now have of sexual disease, runaway kids, incest, murder, rape, same sex “marriages,”etc.
What we teach from the Bible will sound radical today, but our nation is radically engaging in sin.  There needs to be some radical revival of Biblical application to marriage and the home. 

i.
V1-4  a brief recap 

A. In I Peter 2:9, Peter begins to challenge the believer to be a light (witness) to a sin-darkened world. 

1.
We are to witness to the lost world by our submission. Our submission is actually to God.  When we submit to men, it is unto the Lord, for His sake.
a. Submit to our role as a stranger and a pilgrim in this world.

b. Submit to civil authority.

c. Submit to authority on the job.

d. Submit as Jesus submitted.  He is our example, as well as our substitute.

2.
We are free from sin and this world system, but we are to serve God by being a witness to the world for whom Christ died.
B. I Peter 3:1-4  Likewise, ye wives.
1. In the same manner, a saved wife is to be a witness to her unsaved husband.
2. How?  By submission!
3. V1-4 make the duty of the saved wife very clear: submission (respect), purity, and inward beauty being emphasized more than outward beauty.
II.
V5-6a  sarah and old time holy women serve as an example
Note: Obviously, we do not have the time to go back to the Old Testament and do a character study of the old time holy women.  However, based on these few short sentences of Peter, we can draw some obvious conclusions. 
A. Based on this passage, I can assure you what we would not be saying.
1. “Wow! Did you see Sarah’s hairdo? The latest! Weird, yes; but it’s in!  She’s really cool.”
2. “Hey, did you see Jochabed’s dress?  That low neckline really gets your attention.  And that skirt; down almost to the knees and slit up the side – sexy!”
3. “And Ruth – wow!  Look at that necklace and the diamonds on every finger and on both ears, and a diamond studded gold chain around her ankle!”
4. “Oh yes, I like their attitude too.  They are pursuing their own goals; they are equal to their husbands in every way.  Career women! Trendsetters!”

B. Based on this passage, and having observed the lives of the old time holy women, I can tell you what we would be saying.
1. “Did you notice Sarah?  Even though she had trouble going to Egypt and saying she was Abraham’s sister and didn’t fully agree or see it as Abraham did, she obeyed and called him lord. Yes, even though she had a great, or at least active, imagination and was an opinionated woman and strong, the final analysis is this: she obeyed her husband.”
2. “And Jochabed; a trendsetter she is not.  In fact, she dresses very plainly; not sloppy, but not as to draw looks.  Well, she had on some jewelry, but it was so tasteful you hardly noticed.  What is it about her?  How can she be so plain and at the same time so beautiful?”
3. “Ruth the Moabitess really had it hard: A young widow, and then moving to a strange land with Naomi, and having to work hard.  But then meeting Boaz for the beginning of a beautiful romance and love story.  She’s so meek; not pushy.  Not aggressive; so modest. How did she ever land a man like Boaz?  Must have been God’s doing.”
C. V4-6  You would have observed the following:
1.
A meek and quiet spirit.
2.
Submission to their husbands.

3.
Modest, godly outward appearance.

a.
Holy people did not change the trends in dress in their country.
b.
Place old time holy women in our society, and I doubt you could get them to wear men’s apparel or the other fads and fashions of our day that draw attention to self through gaudiness or immodesty.
III.
V6b THE OLD TIME HOLY WOMEN NEED SOME MODERN DAY DAUGHTERS
A. Please follow the thinking.  Do we need any old time holy men of God?
1.
Do we need some twenty-first century Abrahams who will look for a city that has foundations, whose builder and maker is God?

2.
Do we need some Moses’ who will choose to suffer affliction with the people of God and esteem the reproaches of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt?

3.
Do we need some modern-day Joshuas  who will say, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”?

4.
Do we need some Elijahs who will say, “How long halt ye between two opinions; if God be God, serve Him; but if Baal be God, serve Him.”?

5.
Do we need some Daniels who will not defile themselves with the portion of the king’s meat?
B. Titus 2:3-5  We also need some daughters of the old time holy women.

1.
We need some wives who will submit themselves to God’s order of things and be keepers at home, obedient to their own husbands, and who will teach their daughters to do the same.

2.
We need some godly women who will consistently adorn themselves in godly apparel and not fall for every unholy and ridiculous fashion that comes along, and who will teach their daughters to do the same.

3.
We need some women with a meek and quiet spirit who have many gifts and talents and wisdom, but who manifest meekness, not arrogance – and who will teach their daughters the same.

Conclusion:   V6  Don’t be afraid to do well.  Be an example to your unsaved or ungodly husband, and at the same time train your daughters in godly womanhood. 
