HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XX – “Hope For The Home”

“Part 5 – Hope Through Love”

I Peter 3:-1-7 
Introduction:  Last week’s lesson was motivated by a concern that many look at the biblical plan for marriage and the home and have a “take it or leave it; who cares?” attitude.  Not nearly enough people care, else there would be much more caution prior to marriage and there would be more happiness in marriage.  
Now think about the matter of marriage.  Two people meet, usually very young.  They have different backgrounds, different personalities, different temperaments.  One is uniquely female; she has female ideas and needs.  The other is uniquely male; he therefore has male ideas and needs.  They marry, and before God and many witnesses they vow to spend their lives together.  They make a 40 or 60 or 70 year commitment to each other, having known each other perhaps a few months or a few years.  They promise to love each other until they die.  And, they are supposed to be happy!
Longevity does not necessarily equal success.  There are many married people who do not believe in or want divorce and intend to stay married.  But it is a matter of merely tolerating a bad situation, not a matter of a loving and meaningful and growing marriage relationship. 
I am glad to say there is hope and happiness for those who want it.  Whoever will hear and obey the design given in God’s Word, there is hope for a happy and glorious marriage.  Whoever the married couple may be, a wonderful marriage is possible for those willing to obey God.  A believer should never marry someone that does not want to live by this book of God.
i.
GENesis 3:16  the primary responsibility lies with the man 

A. God designed that the man has the major responsibility. 

1.
Understand what is taking place in Genesis 3.
a. Eve was deceived; Adam partook; sin entered.

b. God is pronouncing a curse upon all involved in the sin: the serpent; the woman; the man; the ground.
2.
Notice what God said regarding the woman.

a. V16a  She will have pain and sorrow in childbearing.
b. V16b  Her desire shall be to her husband and he shall rule over her.

3.
Apparently before the fall there was no consciousness of one ruling the other and of one being in authority.  There was no need.
4.
But now, because sin entered in, God said to the woman, “Thy desire shall be to thy husband; he shall rule over thee.”
B. V16b  God placed in woman the desire for her husband to be her head; her authority.

Note: This can be said with no fear of contradiction from self-willed feminists, because God hath said, and that’s it!
1. There is a desire in a child for his parents to be in authority and control over him.

a. Though the child may not express such, it gives him security and assures him of love. God made it so!
b. Likewise, whether the wife tells her husband this or not, there is that in her that wants him to be a man and to lead the home.  God made it so!

2. What should we think of homosexual and lesbian marriages?
a. Sick!  They are doomed to failure; God does not allow for them and abhors the sin.  It is not natural.

b. Now, what of a marriage where the husband is not the ruler; where he shuns authority, refuses to lead, and ignores spiritual responsibility before God.

c. From God’s vantage point, that is equally unnatural!

3. Many are experiencing dull marriages and the tolerance mentality because the man does not rule his house.  And if he does not rule his house, his wife will or the kids will, and then resentments arise.
II.
Ephesians 5:25-28  husbands can love their wives Into what they are supposed to be
A. An explanation of Ephesians 5:21-33.
1. Marriage is to be an earthly picture of heavenly love.

2. In other words, a man’s love for his wife is to be an earthly demonstration of Jesus’ love for His bride, the church.
3. And, the submission of a wife is to be a demonstration of the church’s submission to Jesus Christ.

B. V25-27  Notice Jesus’ love for His bride.
1. Without long detail, I will only say that Jesus’ bride will finally comprise all the redeemed.
2. He so loves His bride that He will finally present her to Himself as described in V27.
3. Notice that He will bring her to that state, and He will present her to Himself in that state.

C. V25  Husbands, by loving your wife you may do the same.

1. The wife does not become what she is intended to be to her husband by . . .
a. A slave driver or taskmaster.

b. Nor a passive, docile limp rag who exerts no energy to know his wife.

c. Nor the super energetic achiever who makes it big in business and career and sports, but who ignores the prize possession of his life.

2. The wife becomes what she is supposed to become when she is loved by her husband.
a. He is to love her as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it.

b. V29 Love her; V29 nourish her and cherish her.

c. I Peter 3:7  Husbands, know your wife and honor your wife.

3. I Peter 3:1-6  And wife, if your husband obeys not the Word, God gives you recourse.
Conclusion:  There is hope for the home!  Husband, submit yourself to God and love your wife.  Wife, submit to your husband and trust God to touch His life.
