HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXIV – “More Hope Through the Risen Christ”

I Peter 3:18-22
Introduction:  Read II Peter 3:15-16a through the word “understood.”  Peter said that Paul wrote some things hard to be understood.  Well, I declare that Peter indulged in some of that exercise himself.  I know of nothing Paul wrote that is more difficult to understand than the text we will consider in this lesson.  Six reference works on this text were checked, and not one agrees completely with another, and in some cases you would wonder if they are even commenting on the same passage.  If we were capable and so inclined, we could go into the Greek language and tell technically about the verbs, nouns, principle parts and their tenses, etc. Yet many theologians have, and still come out scratching their heads over unanswered questions.
So our approach will be to just call attention to some of the difficult questions that can be posed, give a fairly basic explanation (not a dogmatic interpretation) and then conclude with a few words about believer’s baptism.
You might recall that Peter has for some time now been encouraging the believer to live right in relation to a lost world.  Submit has been a key word. We live in an unfriendly world, but we are to fear God, not man.
Then in V18, Peter pauses just to remind us of what Jesus did to bring us to God: He suffered!  And in the end of V18, he says Jesus was put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.
I. V18b-20  Questions raised that make the text so difficult, AND SOME POSSIBLE INTERPRETATIONS
A.
D. Edmond Hiebert says, “The passage poses a series of intriguing and baffling questions.” 

1.
Read the text again and truly think.
2.
Here are some questions raised:
· Who are the spirits in prison?

· Where is the prison?

· When did Christ preach to them?

· What was His message?

3. Barnes says one thing, Barclay another, Weirsbe another, Hiebert another, Ironsides another, and Criswell still another.  One theologian said, “After all these years of scholarship, we are no closer to agreeing than when we began.”

4. Let’s consider some possible interpretations.

B.

The fallen angel theory.
1. This theory says the “spirits” refer to disobedient angels (angels are spirits).
2. II Peter 2:4-5 and Jude 6 speak of disobedient angels being bound, or imprisoned if you please, reserved for judgment.
3. Many believe these angels provoked much evil prior to the flood and are now imprisoned.

4. The theory holds that possibly Jesus went to that “prison” while His body was entombed and declared (preached) His authority over them, unto them.
5. There are not a few notable scholars who hold this view; and that there are imprisoned evil angels, there can be no argument.
C.

The theory that Jesus preached to the spirits of men destroyed in the flood.
1. Many believe that when Jesus died, that He descended into hell, the place of torment.
2. There, He declared to those anti-deluvians that He is Messiah, and some even believe they had a chance to believe and be saved.
3. It is as though maybe those who lived prior to the flood did not have a fair chance, so Jesus in His spirit went to preach to them a second chance.
D.
My favorite interpretation.
1.
V19 Who are these spirits in prison?  Well, look at V20.
a. They were ones disobedient.

b. When?  When God waited a long time in Noah’s day.

c. Waited for what?  Waited for the ark to be built while Noah preached and built it.

d. What ark?  The ark wherein eight souls were saved when it was lifted up by flood waters.
2.
Why would they be called spirits in prison?
a. Because that is what they were, and are as Peter wrote.

b. Being dead, their body has decayed to dust and their spirit is in the place of torment;  a virtual prison of the soul.

3.
V18b-19  When and how did Christ preach to them?

a.
By the Spirit which quickened Him or raised Him from the dead (the Holy Spirit). 
b. 
He preached to them through Noah!  II Peter 2:5 calls Noah a preacher of righteousness. He preached by the Spirit of the eternal Christ.

c.
Those men are spirits in the suffering part of Hades as Peter writes.
d.
Genesis 6:3  God said His Spirit would not always strive with man. When man rejected God’s grace for one hundred and twenty years, God brought the flood and a few (eight) souls were saved; eight only!! As Noah preached, God’s Spirit did strive with man. 
e.
The rains came down, and fountains of the deep broke up, and water rose, and the ark was raised by that water and the eight were saved.
II.
  V21  PETER SAID, “THAT MAKES ME THINK OF BELIEVER’S BAPTISM!”
           A. 
That ark being lifted up by water is a picture of salvation to the believer.

1.
Noah was saved by faith ( Hebrews 11), not by the ark.

2.
But the safety of that ark is a picture of our safety in Christ Jesus from the storm of God’s judgment.
           B. 
That is very much like baptism.
1.
Baptism is a like figure of what saves us.
2.
What saves us? V21b: The resurrection of Jesus Christ, which presupposes His life and death.
3.
Baptism is a picture (like figure) of an inward fact: regeneration, washing, cleansing of 
the soul from sin.
           C. 
Notice the parenthesis.
1. Baptism washes away no filth or fleshly sins.
2. Baptism is the answer of a good conscience toward God.

3. Baptism is commanded by Jesus.

4. Baptism is given as an example in the New Testament.
Conclusion:
Since Jesus has ascended and angels are made subject to Him, we ought also to be subject to His authority.
