HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXIX – “Hope For the Flock – Part 1”
“The Flock And The Overseer”

I Peter 5:1-4
Introduction:  In chapter four, Peter begins to speak of the persecution and fiery trials that are to come to a believer.  He tells us what to do and not to do.  In V17-19, he explains what God is doing.  He said the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God!  The “house of God” to which he refers are the believers in the various churches.  He calls them the “house of God” or “household of God” (I Timothy 3:15).
Now in chapter five, Peter speaks of the same people, only he changes the imagery.  Now the believers are not likened to a household, but to a flock of sheep.  This is an ancient imagery, and while it may not sound positive to you, it is intended that way.  To be a shepherd of sheep was an honorable thing; the patriarchs were shepherds.  That God looked at His people as a shepherd looked at cared for sheep was and is a comforting and encouraging truth.  A church (each New Testament church) is a flock; a flock of sheep.

In the islands of New Zealand, the beauty is incredible; it is like paradise.  There are also no predators: no coyotes, wolves, bobcats, mountain lions, panthers, bears, or snakes!  Therefore, the conditions are ideal for raising sheep, and so, in New Zealand, while the human population is about 3.7 million, there are about 40 million sheep.  The New Zealanders do not use shepherds, however, for there is no need.  But God’s sheep are not in New Zealand, or anything like it.  God’s sheep live in the “bad lands.”  There are predators, and His sheep need a shepherd.  
There are three words in Scripture that describe the same office of a “shepherd,” and all three are in our text, as well as in Acts 20:28:
· Elder – rule

· Bishop – oversee

· Pastor - feed

I. V2-4  two points of major importance
A. V2-3  Each local New Testament church is God’s flock and God’s heritage.
1. V2  The church is God’s flock.
a. The flock (church) is the purchased possession.
b. The purchase price was His own blood. (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:25).

c. So, the church is a flock of sheep and God is the owner by reason of the price of His own blood.
2. V3  The church is God’s heritage.
a. He acquisitioned the church.
b. God chose the church and made it His inheritance.
c. The church is not the pastor’s heritage.  The pastor must live with the awareness that the church is not “his church” and should be under no illusion that he has some kind of hold or control or rights over the church.  The fact that the church may grow in size under his oversight does not make it his heritage.
B.

V4  There is a Chief Shepherd to Whom the pastor is accountable.
1. Who might that Chief Shepherd be?  Read John 10:7-18.
2.
Jesus is the Chief Shepherd, by reason of the fact that He gave His life for the sheep.
3.
There are stipulations on the crown of glory that the pastor will receive from Him.
a. The appearance of the Chief Shepherd should be like a shadow that hangs over one’s head as a pastor.  He will appear, and the pastor will be accountable to Him.
b. If the deacons and leadership of the church recognize that as well, there will be harmony in the church.

c. There is One greater than any group of officers and greater than any pastor.  There is a Chief Shepherd and His approval is what matters.

II.
  V2-3  THE CHIEF SHEPHERD EXPECTS THE ELDER/PASTOR/OVERSEER TO DO THREE THINGS IN RELATION TO HIS SHEEP
(Note: The Chief Shepherd is saying to the Pastor, “I love these sheep, and I know them all by name.  I laid down My life for them and I care about their health and wellbeing.  I care that they are not devoured by the adversary.  Now, Pastor, I want you to shepherd them.  They are Mine, but I give you responsibility among them.”)
A. 
V2a& Acts 20:28  “Feed the flock of God.”
1.
The pastor is to feed the Word of God to the flock (church).
2.
The most important work he does is to prepare the food and deliver it to the people when they assemble.
3.
Why not just have Sunday night singings, video nights, movies, cantatas, plays, and dramas?  Because Jesus said, “Feed My sheep,” and the Bible is full of sheep food!  
4.
The pastor should not want to meet the Chief Shepherd and explain to Him why he did not study, but just plugged in the projector, etc.

5.
Feed the flock!

B. 
V2b  “Take the oversight.”
1.
“Elder” = rule
2.
The pastor is to oversee the flock; he is responsible for oversight.
3.
He may not be the only overseer; he may have staff assistants and the deacons serve in helping the oversight.
4.
But the pastor has the responsibility.  He has the responsibility to oversee the Sunday school, the finances, the music, etc.
C.
V3b  “Be an ensample to the flock.”

1.
A shepherd does not just point the way to the sheep and expect them to arrive where he desires.
2.
Sheep must be led by example.

3.
The pastor (and his family) should do what they do as Christians primarily because of the Chief Shepherd, not because of the flock and their need for an example.  That will enable him to do it with joy in his life and service, rather than resenting it.

4.
But in loving and following the Chief Shepherd, the pastor can say to the flock, “Follow me.”  Knowing what the Chief Shepherd expects, the pastor can say to others, “Let me help you.  Do what I do.”

5.
The pastor should relish the opportunity to be an example in giving, in family life, in holy living, and in devotion to Christ.
Conclusion:
 The pastor is not the only one with responsibility.  If he is to feed, the flock is to eat.  If he is to oversee, the flock must be willing to be overseen.  If he is to be an example, the flock is to follow the example. 
