HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXV – “Hope for the Rest of Our Time” Part I
I Peter 4:1-7
Introduction:  No matter whether you are very young, very old, or just right, every last one of us have this in common: All that any of us have is the rest of our time!  What will you do with the rest of your time?
I am convinced of this one thing: No one is going to make the best use of their time who does not live in light of eternity. Warren Wiersbe said, “If a person really believes in eternity, then he will make the best use of his time.” There is no doubt that many a life is being wasted because folks live with no thought of eternity, but only for the here and now.  All you have is the rest of your time. Whether Jesus comes first or death comes first, don’t you want the rest of your life to count for eternity?

Peter says in V1 that we’re going to need a mind adjustment; our attitude must be correct; our outlook must be right. Outlook determines outcome.
There are two areas in which a proper attitude will help us make good use of the rest of our time.  These two main points, borrowed from Warren Wiersbe, are:

· Have a militant attitude toward sin.

· Have a patient attitude toward the lost.  
I. V1-3  HAVE a militant attitude toward sin
Note: A soft attitude toward sin will cause your time to be used wrongly. Sin is so prevalent, believers are not shocked by it and have soft attitudes toward it.
A.
V1  Identify with Christ in relation to sin.
1. Romans 6:3,10-12,14
2. V1a  Because of our sins, Christ suffered and died in the flesh. Oh, yes; it is the great fact of the gospel: Christ died for our sins. Sin’s curse and debt was paid by Jesus. Has sin been dealt with for the believer? Yes, amen!
3. V1b & Romans 6:11  “Arm yourselves likewise with the same mind” or “reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
4. Allow that it is so. You are placed into Jesus Christ and therefore are dead to the power of sin. It is living your position.
a. Romans 6:14  “Sin shall not have dominion over you.” 
b. V1c  “…for he that hath suffered in the flesh (with Christ) hath ceased from sin.” 
c. It does not mean he commits no sin, but that he is no longer dominated by it and is no longer powerless against it. 
B.

V2  I am free from being governed by the lusts of men and am free to spend the rest 


of my time doing the will of God.
1. The unbeliever is out there spending his remaining time as a slave to the lusts of men.
a. Many have spent precious time this past summer chasing the lusts of the flesh 
     and the expectations of others: off to the lake; nights of league action; extra money being made; super expensive trips.

b. Many would say, “What’s wrong with that?”
2.
Perhaps none of the things pursued were wicked; but what about eternity?
a. You are spending each day, the rest of your time. Are you spending it to the lusts of men (including your own will) or to the will of God?
b. If you cannot be challenged about the way you are using the rest of your time, are you sure you are using it right?
c. The principle of the great 6th chapter of Romans is that Jesus set us free from sin that we may do the will of God!
C.

V3 and Romans 6:20-21  Remember what sin did to you when you worked the will of 



the sinful?
1. Read Romans 6:20-21. Did not the fruit of sin drive you to Christ?
2. Well then, now that you are saved from sin, why mess with it and flirt with it and run in it?
3. Yes, to use the rest of your time wisely, maintain a militant attitude toward sin!

II.
  V4-6  HAVE A PATIENT ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LOST
Note: I got saved at age six. While not lily white, my life was sheltered from a lot of the gross filth and evil described in V3. Therefore, I’ve found it hard at times to relate to and sympathize with the hardened sinner. We must understand some things:
A. 
V4 While you spend the rest of your time doing God’s will, the unbeliever - who is running to excess of sin - will think you strange.
1.
But be patient. They have a totally different paradigm than you; a totally different example of a point of reference. 
2.
Notice V4:  “Wherein they think . . .”  There is the problem! The position from which they think is totally different than yours now. You were where they are, and they do not see why you changed.
3.   Illustration: A group of kids are initially into all kinds of evil and foolishness, and they think it normal. One day, the Holy Ghost comes down and saves one and sanctifies him (sets him apart), and now he lives on a different level. He was on the inside of that crowd, and thought as they did, which was the only way he could think. Now, he’s on the outside and sees differently. But the rest of the group says he is strange. The unbelievers judge the saved to be strange.
a. We weren’t at a bar last night; we weren’t out dancing, drinking, and swinging other men’s wives around.

b. We weren’t sitting in some theater or stretched out on a couch watching Hollywood glorify pre-marital sex, adultery, homosexuality, violence, drugs, and booze.

c. We don’t dress immodestly.

d. We’re not interested in having an affair.

e. We’re not out to cheat and steal to get money.
f. We’re strange!  Well, Amen!
           B. 
V5-6  Don’t fret about their judgment of us. 
1.
James 5:9 & II Timothy 4:1  The Judge standeth at the door.

2.
V5 Be patient to the unregenerate.  Jesus will settle the score and bring to light who is strange.

2.
V6  When men, both saved and lost, were here on earth they heard the gospel.
a. The saved who are now dead were judged by men while in the flesh.

b. Now they live in the presence of God until they receive their glorified bodies in the resurrection (I Peter 1:3-6).
Conclusion:
V7 The end of all things is at hand. Don’t fret about the unbelievers and some persecution.  Be sober and watch and pray!!
