HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXVI – “Hope for the Rest of Our Time” Part II
I Peter 4:1-11
Introduction:  We are each living out the rest of our time; that is all that we have remaining.  It seems that Peter desires that we make good use of the rest of our time.  In the last lesson, we saw two ways mentioned in V1-6 to make good use of our time:
· V1-3  Maintain a militant attitude toward sin.  Sin caused Jesus to suffer for us, so that we are free to live in God’s will; free from the reign of sin.
· V4-6  Have a compassionate attitude toward the lost. They do not think like we do; they cannot.


Notice again V4-6.  When the unbeliever speaks evil of your faith in Christ, don’t waiver.  They, like us, will give account to Him who will judge both the quick (saved) and the dead (unsaved).  Those who are dead as Peter writes, heard the gospel and got saved.  We who are saved will be judged by men in the flesh; they will pass judgment on our lives.  But we are to live according to God’s Spirit; to walk in the Spirit and live a Spirit-filled life.


Now in V7, Peter tells us that we ought to live the rest of our time with the end in mind.  Paul said, “As ye see the day approaching.”  James said, “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord . . . behold, the Judge standeth before the door.”  Peter said, “But the end of all things is at hand.”  They all said the same thing: Jesus is coming!  It is near!

Therefore, be sober.  It means to keep your mind steady and clear.  Wiersbe says, “Keep cool.”  The opposite of being sober is to go into a mania or a frenzy.  Wiersbe states that this a warning against “prophecy mania.”  We are talking about the end of all things; meaning when it’s over, done, complete, as in the end!  But don’t go into some frenzy over prophecy and lose focus.  Watch and pray!  On the verge of earth’s greatest moment, Jesus instructed Peter to watch and pray.  Now Peter speaks of the next great moment and says the same.

What Peter says in the next four verses is incredibly practical and simple.  Let’s approach it this way: “Peter, since the end is near and Jesus is coming, how can we best use the rest of our time?”  His answer in each verse can be summed up with one word.  
I. V8  love: fervent charity among yourselves
Note: This is the third time that Peter speaks of brotherly love (1:22, 3:8, & 4:8).
A.
V8a  As we wait for Jesus’ return, we will best use our time by showing fervent love one toward another.
1. Not love in word, but in deed.
2. Love is a verb, not a feeling.
3. Fervently do what love is: 
a.  Suffers long. 
b. Envieth not. 
c. Vaunteth not self.
d. Is not puffed up.

e. Does not behave itself unseemly.

f. Seeks not its own.

g. Is not easily provoked.

h. Thinketh no evil.

i. Beareth all things.

j. Hopeth all things.

k. Believeth all things.

l. Endureth all things.

4.
The world needs to see love from believers towards one another.
B.

V8b  Love will cover a multitude of sins.
1. Where there is not love, multitudes of sins become manifest: envy, jealousy, hate, strife, lust, lying, backbiting, malice.
2.
But love covers, dispels, hides the sins that would be manifest.
3.
You see, more important that you having the latest prophetic tidbits is this: Have fervent charity among yourselves.
II.
  V9  CARE: HOSPITALITY WITHOUT GRUDGING
A. 
V9a Hospitality is a much referred to subject for the New Testament saints.
1.
As believers traveled about, they would find it preferable to lodge with other Christians rather than worldly lodging places. 
2.
A Christian ought to have their home open to other Christians.
3.   We are not to be “moochers,” but some travelers need lodging and some fellow saints need to be entertained by other believers.
4.
This is not a small matter; the apostle is writing about the best use of our time.
           B. 
V9b  Without grudging. 
1.
To be honest, hospitality can be expensive.  It can be an inconvenience and a burden.
2.
But don’t complain if some overstay!  (Try reading Proverbs 25:17 during devotions with them: “Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbor’s house lest he be weary of thee and so hate thee.”)
III.
  V10  SERVE: USE YOUR GIFT AS A GOOD STEWARD OF GOD’S ENABLING

A. 
V10b  Be a good steward of God’s grace.
1.
“Grace” means God’s enabling. 

2.
God has enabled you.  With what? V10a  The gift!
3.   One of the obvious truths is that New Testament saints have received the Holy Spirit and it is He that enables.

           B. 
V10  Even so minister, or serve. 
1.
Many saints visibly and obviously serve.  The service of others is not so obvious.
2.
Others do not serve anyone, but only receive service.
3.
You make the best use of the rest of your time by serving.

4.
Who presently sees you as a servant?

5.
Don’t look at the end time and go into an eschatological frenzy.  Busy yourself by serving!  Get to the nursing homes; witness to lost souls; use your gift in the church; get on that bus route!
IV.
  V11  PREACH: SPEAK AS OF THE ORACLES OF GOD

A. 
V11a  Our speaking should reflect the truth of God’s Word.
1.
“Oracles” means words from God. 

2.
I am not to preach my opinion, and when I do declare opinions, they should be qualified.
3.   The speaker or preacher ought to preach the counsel of God; to preach the Word.

           B. 
V11  The meaning is not confined to preachers. 
1.
As a believer, some (on the job, at school, at family gatherings) see you as God’s messenger.

2.
Remember: You represent the Lord, and your speaking should be done with that in mind.

Conclusion:
 V11b  So, with the end at hand, use the rest of your time in a way that God may be glorified, to Whom be praise and dominion forever and ever.  Amen!
