HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXVII – “Hope in the Fire”
I Peter 4:12-16
Introduction:  It is not very pleasant to consider “the fiery trial which is to try you.”  But be patient and listen, because this lesson has a good deal to do with joy; in fact it has to do with exceeding joy; over-joy.
Peter has dealt with persecution and the suffering of the believer already.  But he dealt with it on a different level than we are going to find in our present verses.  He talked about the suffering Christians incur in the day-to-day walk as citizens in a non-Christian environment, as students at school, as Christian workers on the job, in the neighborhood, and in chapter three the implication is even in the home. This is all “normal persecution” (Wiersbe).

Now, Peter is going to encourage the people to prepare for “the fiery trial which is to try you.”  Mr. Wiersbe calls this “official persecution.”  It must be that Peter was preparing them for the attack upon Christians that would come in an official way from Rome.  Rome had been somewhat tolerant to Christians because they considered them a form or branch of Judaism.  But they were to become intolerant and hostile, and Christians would go through the fiery trials of persecution.  Peter is preparing them for that time.
Let me remind you of something important: We are pilgrims and strangers and sojourners in this world.  Peter has taught us that.  Let’s bring it down to our nation.  We are Christians in what was once a Christian nation.  Since the early 1960s, our nation has tolerated Christians and we are fast moving to an anti-Christian culture.  Guess what that means?  Fiery trials are coming for the committed Christian!

Peter will really help us, as I’m sure his letter helped the Christians of his day.

I. V12-13  the right attitude toward fiery trials
A.
V12  The negative attitude toward the fiery trial.
1. The fiery trial, or persecution, from the unbelieving world is a settled fact.  Don’t think it strange as though some strange thing happened to you.
2. Think about it: The unbelieving world persecutes and detests the godly testimony of the Christian.  They persecute, harass, and reproach.  The believer says, “That’s strange.”  But it would be stranger if they did not persecute us.
3. Some illustrations:
a.  I go to the Oklahoma vs. Texas football game.  I put on OU clothes and carry an OU banner and OU megaphone.  I sit on the Texas side and scream my gizzard out for Oklahoma, and then go home and say, “That’s strange.  The fans cursed me and were mean to me.”  Actually, it would be strange if they did not.
b. I go to the Democratic National Convention and hear their pro-abortion, pro-sodomite, pro-socialism platform.  I take my Bible to the podium and try to preach and they throw me out.  I say, “That’s strange.”  Rather, it is not strange.
4.
Christians, for now, we are visitors on the turf of the home team.  Our citizenship is in heaven.  We’re doing battle in the cursed world.  No wonder Christian-bashing will be accepted.
5.
I will tell you what is strange.  It is a believer who is not reproached, not mocked and persecuted , and who fits in with this crazy world.

B.

V13  The positive attitude toward the fiery trial.
1. Rejoice!  Rejoice that you too are partakers of Jesus’ suffering.
a. Christ suffered persecution from the unbelieving systems.  Why should we not?
b. Acts 5:41  The apostles “departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.”
2.
V13b  How can suffering for Christ be a cause for great joy and rejoicing?  

a. The glory of Jesus Christ will be revealed some day; Jesus is coming!
b. But will all believers have equal joy at that day?  No way.
3.
Another illustration:
a.
Some “believers” choose to be involved only in the life here and now; they go to church and that’s it.  They don’t witness, they conform to the world, they avoid confrontation and anything that would bring reproach and make them different.  They are very passive regarding the social and moral issues, and will do anything to not suffer.

b.
Others, however, go to any length to serve Jesus.  They are harassed and persecuted and mocked and branded and their kids are ridiculed, etc.

c.
Then Jesus comes in glory!  Do they equally rejoice?  No!

d.
One is ashamed, and one rejoices with exceeding joy.

e.
I John 2:28  “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He shall appear we may have confidence and not be ashamed before him at His coming.”
II.
  V14  SUFFERING REPROACH FOR CHRIST ALLOWS BELIEVERS TO EXPERIENCE THE SPIRIT AND GLORY OF GOD
A. 
V14a To suffer reproach is a part of the fiery trial.
1.
Reproach = a disgrace; shame. 
2.
When the world thinks your stand for Jesus Christ is a disgrace and a shame, be happy!
3.   Luke 6:26  “Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of you,” Jesus said.
B. 
V14b  God causes His Spirit and glory to rest upon those who will gladly suffer reproach for Him. 
1.
One of the great mysteries of Christian history has been how Christian martyrs died so full of joy and grace.  Just read Fox’s Book of Martyrs.
2.
Acts 6:15  Stephen was full of the Holy Ghost, faith, and power and preached Christ and did miracles.  They sent false witnesses against him and set him before the council.  “And all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.” What was the deal with Stephen?  The Spirit of glory and of God rested on him.
3.
It is grievous that some believers will make most any compromise to keep from being branded as legalist, as fanatical, as peculiar, as weird.  And in so doing, they miss a Spirit of glory and of God He desires them to have.
Conclusion:
 V15  Don’t bring suffering on yourself due to wrong living.  But if you suffer as a Christian, don’t be ashamed.  Glorify God about it!  To an unbeliever who might say, “I don’t want to suffer,” let me say that you will know nothing but suffering now and eternally.
