HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXVIII – “Hope in Judgment”
I Peter 4:17-19
17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?
19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

Introduction:  Consider the following scenario:
A pastor is having serious trouble at home.  His wife is out of control; charging up the credit cards, unwilling to submit.  His daughter has failing grades in Bible college, is breaking curfew, and is about to be expelled.  His son has been booted out of high school and is on drugs. At the church he pastors, things are bad also.  The teachers and workers are quitting, the deacons are fighting, and the staff is loafing. So, the pastor comes to the pulpit and says, “Things are not right at this church, and we are going to shape it up!”  He proceeds to really clean house and throws a temper tantrum.  What will be the reaction of the church?  More than likely, they will say, “Pastor, it looks to us like you need to first let your ‘house cleaning’ begin at home, and when that part is correct, then concentrate on correcting the church.”

The same scenario, in principle, is before us in our text for this lesson.  In the last lesson, we saw that it is not all negative for a believer to suffer reproach in this life and to know fiery trials.  In fact, Peter said to rejoice, and gave two reasons why: Because
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of joy at Jesus’ return and because the spirit of glory rests on those who suffer for His sake.  Notice V15-16.  Don’t count it joy to suffer for evil or for stupidity.  But when you suffer as a Christian, for being a Christian, do not be ashamed, but glorify God.  Then Peter moves into V17-19 to help us 
understand why it is that believers suffer and experience trials and tests.  Sometimes they are just that: trials and tests.  Other times, we will know hardship and suffering under the disciplinary judgment of God. 
I. V17a & 18a  peter makes two statements to help our understanding
A. V17a  The time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God……
(Note: Understand that by “house of God” Peter does not mean at the church house, but with and/or from the household of God; the family of God.)
1. Let’s notice the world in Peter’s day, basically divided into three groups.
a. The fledgling church: The churches were often divided, carnal, doctrinally confused, weak, and losing focus.  Just read the Epistles to the churches of the New Testament.

b. Unbelieving Israel: Israel was in unbelief and officially opposed to the gospel.  They hated both the Gentiles and Jesus’ church.

c. Unbelieving Gentile world: The Gentile world, influenced by the Greco-Roman culture, was pagan, idolatrous, immoral, dishonest, and vile. 
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2. God looks down from heaven and says, “Things are not right. Corrective judgment is essential!” 
a. Where do you suppose He will begin?
b. God said judgment will begin with His own household!
c. If His own children aren’t behaving, that’s where His corrective judgment begins. 
3. Now, let’s notice the household of God and the nation and world of our day.
a. The household of faith is not in good shape, if the churches of America are any indication (and they are).  They are characterized by Laodicea: lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, rich and increased with goods and in need of nothing.  But Jesus said they are poor, wretched, spiritually blind and naked.
b. Our world and our nation are going faster and faster, headlong into sin and debauchery.
c. Will God never judge?  Will He look away?  He will judge; and where do you suppose He will begin?
d. Peter is telling us that God will deal with His own household in corrective, disciplinary judgment.
B.

V18  The righteous are scarcely saved.
1. This is not saying that the saved are “barely saved.”  The word scarcely means “with 
     difficulty.”  It is with difficulty in this world    
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     that we live out our salvation.
2.
Once again, we are not home; we are strangers here.  Don’t think it strange when the fiery trials try you (V12).  

3.
Acts 14  Christians were being persecuted.  Paul was stoned at Lystra. He then goes to the
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 surrounding cities confirming the souls of the disciples and exhorting them to continue in the faith and saying, “We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”

4.
There must be an inside purging of the worldly and unregenerate.  When you see God exercising corrective judgment on His own household, know this: That is where He only begins.  

II.
  V17b & 18b  PETER’S STATEMENTS LEAD US TO TWO SOLEMN QUESTIONS
A. 
The two questions are rhetorical; he gives no answer.
1.
“What shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” and “Where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?”
2.
Just think about it.  The lost man sees the sins of God’s household and is critical of them.  He is in favor of the judgment of God in His own household.
3.   But the point and impact of  Peter’s questions is that if it is hard for God’s own family, it is immeasurably worse for the ungodly and the sinner.
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B. 
So, what is the awful sin of the ungodly and the sinner? 
1.
V17b  They “obey not the gospel of God.”
2.
It is not cussing, drinking, immorality, etc.  The sin that condemns a man’s soul is not believing in the gospel of God’s Son! 
3.
You can keep yourself morally clean, do good, etc., but if you do not obey the gospel and trust Jesus, what shall your end be?
4.
Does the Bible answer these solemn questions? Yes, it does.  Read Hebrews 10:26-31.
Conclusion:
 So, we who will suffer the corrective judgment of God, let’s not despair, faint, or get bitter.  Trust the keeping of your life to Him as unto a faithful Creator. 
