HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXX – “Hope For The Flock – Part 2”
“Not, Not, Neither”

I Peter 5:1-4
Introduction:  In the last lesson, we pointed out that the believers in a local New Testament church are called a flock; “the flock of God” (V2).  Unlike the flocks of sheep in New Zealand where there are no predators, God’s sheep dwell in the bad lands of an unbelieving world.  They have adversaries, and there are those that would devour God’s sheep.  Therefore, God has His sheep divided into flocks, and He places a shepherd over each flock.  That shepherd is accountable to the Chief Shepherd (V4).
We then considered the positive commands given to the shepherd by Peter, who himself was also an elder/pastor/overseer.
· V2  Feed the flock: The shepherd is to feed and the flock is to eat.

· V2  Take oversight: The shepherd is to oversee and the flock is to be overseen.

· V3  Be an example: The shepherd is to be an example and the flock is to follow.

Now, Peter gives three negatives that have to do with the motives of the pastor.  It is not enough that a man answer the call to be an elder/pastor/overseer; it is very important that he have the correct motives and attitude.  There is that about the ministry that affords a man opportunity to feed his pride and ego and live a very vain life.  A fruitful ministry can give occasion for pride and vainglory, trying to or wanting to take credit for what God does.  (Paul said a great deal about that.)  But there is also that about the ministry that places demands and circumstances upon a man and his family that makes him repulse at the thought of his duties.  There are times when he will desire to just live a normal life and let someone else bear the responsibility and keep long hours and deal with the flock.
So Peter, knowing that, tells the undershepherd how to strike the right balance and do right so as to receive the crown of glory when the Chief Shepherd shall appear.

The shepherd is to do what he is supposed to do . . .
i.
V2  not by constraint, but willingly
A.
God does not want His work done simply out of a sense of duty.
1. In the last days of the kings of Israel and Judah, this was a chief characteristic of the times. The priests, prophets, princes, and people did what they did toward God simply out of a sense of duty.  They considered it a weariness (Malachi 1:13).
2. When God sees His work being done simply out of duty, with no heart, He is offended.
3. Now when there is a lapse of joy and willingness, it is still right to do what is your duty to do.  But you’ve seen it before, haven’t you?   
a. The mom who slings stuff on the table out of duty, and the one who loves and cares for her family
b. The kid who mopes and then stomps around the yard mowing because of duty, and the one who wants to do it right.  
c. The worker on the job who just gets by out of duty, and the one who truly contributes.
d. The church member who serves out of duty, and the one who serves out of love.
B.

God is saying to His undershepherds, “Be a willing worker!”
1. God doesn’t want the pastor to grudgingly beg Him for something to feed the flock, but to willingly be entrusted with their care and seek Him in order to feed them well.
2. God doesn’t want the pastor to shirk oversight, but to seek Him in order to oversee well.

3. God doesn’t want the pastor to give, or live right, etc. just because he has to in order to show the sheep what’s right, but to love the sheep as He does and to willingly desire to be an example.
II.
  V2  NOT FOR FILTHY LUCRE, BUT OF A READY MIND
A. 
Again, I refer you to the prophets in the end times of the kings of Israel.
1.
Ezekiel 34:1-31  God tells Ezekiel that He will judge the pastors/shepherds of Israel.   
2.
Why? Because they were more interested in feeding themselves than in feeding the flock. They saw the sheep of Israel as a means to their own end, which was personal gain.
3.   Greed is a chief characteristic of the deceitful false teacher.

4.
I fear there are many in pulpits today who are simply making a living.  It is an occupation and nothing more. 
B. 
God said He does not want money to influence what the pastor does. 
1.
The pastor should feed the flock because they are God’s sheep, not because they will pay him more if he preaches well.
2.
The pastor should take oversight because God’s sheep need oversight, not because they may pay more if he is a good overseer.
3.
The pastor should be an example because God’s sheep are to be led by example, not because they will pay more if they are impressed with his life.
C.
This does not mean the elder/pastor/overseer should not receive fair, even generous, compensation.
1.
Read I Corinthians 9:7-11.

2.
Read I Timothy 5:17-18.

3.
If money is the motive behind his labor among the flock, the pastor is wrong and God is not pleased.

4.
But, as the pastor labors with a right motive, the flock ought to see to it that material and monetary needs never become a hindrance to his ability to function.
III.
  V3  NEITHER AS BEING LORDS OVER GOD’S HERITAGE

A.
V3  Here is a warning against abuse of authority.

1.
Does a shepherd over a flock of sheep have authority over the sheep? Yes!

a.
A pastor bound and controlled by the sheep or any element of a flock is no shepherd.

b.
Much of “pastoring” today is a job and “pastor” is only a title.

2.
Is it possible for a pastor to take wrong advantage and abuse his authority?  Yes!

 a.
It is possible for a pastor to preside over a flock as a monarch or as a master. The spiritual leaders of Israel treated the people as pawns instead of caring for them.  
b.
For example, if the pastor only dictates holiness, it is bad.  But if he lovingly appeals to the flock to follow after holiness, they should listen carefully. 
c.
“Lord over” = “to talk down to.”  Jesus said the masters of the Gentiles lord it over their subjects.  But the pastor is not to do so.

3.
Sheep are to be led by example.

B.
V4  What safeguard is there against a tyrant pastor?
1.
V4  The Chief Shepherd is the safeguard.

2.
I would say it is fairly unnatural for the sheep to straighten out the shepherd.

3.
The Chief Shepherd will deal with it; He is able.
Conclusion:
  Are you one of God’s sheep?  Then how is your appetite?  And what is your attitude to the undershepherd?  Does he have any influence in your life?  The Chief Shepherd will appear and that crown of glory will be important to us all (Hebrews 13:17).

