HOPE FOR THE PILGRIMAGE

I Peter Verse by Verse

Lesson XXXI – “Hope Through Humility”
I Peter 5:5-6
Introduction:  
A student of long ago, said, “Should you ask me, ‘What is the first thing in religion?’  I should reply, ‘The first thing, second thing, and third thing therein is humility.”  As we approach these great verses in this study, it is easy to assume that when Peter gets to V5-7 he will speak of humility.  However, a very simple fact to realize is that he is not now going to talk about humility; he has been talking about humility for some time.  Yes, way back in chapter two he started:
· Chapter 2: Believers, submit yourselves to the role of a stranger and pilgrim in this world.

· Chapter 2: Submit yourselves to civil authority.

· Chapter 2: Submit yourselves in the workplace.

· Chapter 3: Wife, submit yourself to your husband 

· Chapter 3: Husband, submit yourself to know your wife and live with her according to knowledge.

· Chapter 4: Submit to the trials, temptations, and persecutions that will come your way in this life.

· Chapter 5: Shepherd, submit to your role; and flock, submit to your shepherd.

Can you see that the Christian life requires continual humility?  Peter is qualified to teach it, for he saw it (V1 He was an eyewitness of Jesus), he heard it taught by Jesus, and he learned it by experience.  The passages considered in this lesson will put the icing on the cake of humility, so to speak

The importance of humility in our life cannot be overemphasized.  F.B. Meyer said, “I used to think God’s gifts were on shelves, one above another, and the taller we grew, the easier we could reach them.  Now I find that God’s gifts are on shelves one below another, and the lower we stoop, the more we get.”
i.
V5a  “Likewise”: the text in its context
(Note: “Likewise” = “in the same manner.”  This forces us to go right back to the previous verses for understanding.  What Peter has just presented in previous verses will take us right into our text in a meaningful way.)
A.
V1-3  Follow the process.
1. The pastor is to feed and oversee a humble and submissive flock..
2. But he has no reason for pride (V4), for he will give account to the Chief Shepherd.
3. The Chief Shepherd was humility personified; the epitome of true humility.
4. Now, in the same manner, you who are younger submit yourself to the elder (older and more mature).
5. V5  Yea, all of you be subject one to another; or, everyone just go ahead and be humble!  There is no room for pride.
B.

V5a  Everyone dress like Jesus: “Be clothed with humility”
1. “Clothed with humility” comes from a Greek word that is different than just putting on normal attire.  The word has to do with putting on some extra piece of clothing that you tie on with a knot; like a servant/slave who is now about to do a particular work and ties on a servant’s robe.
2. John 13:1-12  This was just as Peter had seen Jesus do.  Jesus put on the servant’s robe.  He clothed Himself with humility and served.
C. The chief among them never acted like the chief among them.
1.
Two things would surely have been evident if we could have followed and observed Jesus and his disciples: Jesus was in charge, and Jesus never acted like He was in charge.

2.
Peter says to us, “Be like that!”

3.
When we assemble and when we function as a church, we all ought to pull off our nice apparel and put on the servant’s robe.

4.
A pastor ought to exercise his responsibility as a pastor, but an observer ought not to even know he is the pastor by his attitude.

5.
It should be the same with deacons, officers, staff, older, younger, wealthy, etc.  Everyone just be like Jesus!  Put on the clothes of service and humility!

6.
“Many would be scantily clad if clothed only by their humility.”  Many are unwilling to serve.

II.
  V5b  A MOTIVATING PRINCIPLE
A. 
V5b  God resists the proud.  To be proud is to lift self up; self-exaltation.
1.
Isaiah 14  Pride originated with Lucifer in heaven: “I will exalt myself above the stars of God.  I will exalt my throne above God.”  God said He would bring him down to hell and to the sides of the pit.
2.
Satan spread pride to earth in Eden: “Ye shall be as gods (do your own thing; run your own life).” 
3.
Through all 66 books of the Bible and all 6,000 years of human history, you will see this evident: God resists the proud!
4.
Proverbs 6:16-19  God hates a proud look.
a.
If you reject God and don’t get saved, you will meet God and He will resist you.

b.
If you ignore God’s demands on your life, God will meet you at every turn with resistance.

c.
If you live your own way, you will meet with God’s resistance.

d.
Pride is exaltation of self.
B. 
V5b  God gives grace to the humble. 
1.
To be humble is to lay self low.  If a man lays himself low before God, God responds with grace; with favor not deserved.
2.
Just read through the Bible and see men favored and blessed by God.  What is the secret?  It is no secret!  God gives grace to the humble.
3.
God said if we will abase ourselves and lay ourselves low instead of lifting ourselves up, He will give grace.
Conclusion:
  V6  Why, the only conclusion to which you can come is to humble yourself under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you.  “But,” says this generation seeking instant gratification, “When will He exalt me?”  In due time!  Joseph was in Egypt thirteen years.  Moses was in a wilderness desert forty years.  Job was humbled for a good spell.  Jesus walked in humility for thirty-three years.  Due time came to each, and when God exalts you, you are exalted.
